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NOMINATIONS OF THELMA DRAKE, JEFFREY
NADANER, AND SETH APPLETON

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2018

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met at 10 a.m., in room SD-538, Dirksen Senate
Office Building, Hon. Mike Crapo, Chairman of the Committee,
presiding.

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN MIKE CRAPO

Chairman CRAPO. Good morning. This hearing will come to
order.

This morning, we will consider the nominations of three more in-
dividuals to serve in key leadership posts in the Administration.

Welcome to all of you, and congratulations on your nominations
to these very important offices.

I see friends and family behind you today, and I welcome them
here as well.

The nominees before us are Thelma Drake, to be Administrator
of the Federal Transit Administration; Jeffrey or “Jeb” Nadaner to
be Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export Enforcement; and
Seth Appleton to be Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment for Policy Development and Research.

Each of these nominees will play an important role in shaping
national policy and advancing economic opportunity for millions of
Americans, and each nominee brings unique experience and exper-
tise to the table.

Ms. Drake has dedicated a significant amount of her career to in-
frastructure, including public transportation. In addition to her role
at the city of Norfolk’s Public Works Department, she previously
served as the Director of the Virginia Department of Rail and Pub-
lic Transportation, overseeing public transportation priorities.

During her time in the U.S. House of Representatives, Ms. Drake
served on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. Her
previous infrastructure experience provides her with an under-
standing of the role that transit plays in comprehensive transpor-
tation networks.

Mr. Nadaner has spent more than two decades focused on U.S.
national security, industrial technology, and Federal legal compli-
ance.

In the private sector, Mr. Nadaner held multiple leadership posi-
tions at Lockheed Martin and several small businesses, including
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Lockheed’s Vice President of Engineering and Technology and Di-
rector of Business Development and Strategy.

Mr. Nadaner also served in numerous positions at executive
agencies, including Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Sta-
bility and Operations Partnership Strategy, multiple senior posi-
tions at the State Department, and as an attorney at the Depart-
ment of Justice. He is well equipped to lead Export Enforcement
for the Bureau of Industry and Security.

Mr. Appleton has spent most of his career on Capitol Hill, where
he has developed expertise in housing policy and financial services
issues. As a chief of staff to Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer for
nearly a decade, Mr. Appleton played a key role in the bipartisan
housing reform called the Housing Opportunity Through Mod-
ernization Act, or “HOTMA?”, which passed in 2016.

Mr. Appleton’s nomination has been met with bipartisan support
from Senators McCaskill and Blunt and the entire Missouri con-
gressional delegation, which speaks to his strong track record of
working across the aisle to get things done.

Once again, congratulations to all of you on your nominations to
these very important offices, and thank you for your willingness to
serve.

Senator Brown.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR SHERROD BROWN

Senator BROWN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding today’s
hearing on the nominations of Thelma Drake and Jeffrey Nadaner
and Seth Appleton. Welcome to all three of you. I look forward to
hearing your views. I want to welcome your family and guests to
the Committee. So thank you for your willingness to serve.

Ms. Drake comes to us with a very important qualification. She
was born and raised in Elyria, Ohio, only about 5 miles from where
I lived for a decade, before moving to Virginia, raising a family, en-
tering public service. I am pleased she wants to bring her experi-
ence and her Ohio upbringing—her experience in Congress and her
Ohio upbringing and her Virginia’s Department of Rail and Public
Transportation service to the Federal Transit Administration.

Ohioans take more than 325,000 trips on public transportation
every weekday. We need a strong Federal partner to help transit
riders enjoy a faster and safer ride to work and school.

I am hopeful we can move faster in your appointment than this
Senate, this Committee, and the U.S. Senate moved on your prede-
cessor’s 2014 appointment, Therese McMillan. I think she was
qualified. I think you are qualified. I am hopeful we can actually
put partisanship aside, unlike what happened a few years ago. I
am also hopeful we can do what we should, as Mr. Nadaner’s ap-
pointment reminds me on the Export-Import Bank.

The Administration’s record on transit is disappointing. Ms.
Drake and I had a discussion about that. I think she wants to do
the right thing. I am hopeful the Administration allows her to.

Its past two budgets have proposed eliminating FTA’s Capital In-
vestment Grants programs and the multimodal TIGER program. In
the latest round of TIGER awards, DOT nearly eliminated transit
projects from the program.
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The President’s infrastructure proposal was also a disappoint-
ment. It contains no stable funding for the Mass Transit Account.
We cannot rebuild our transportation infrastructure by passing the
costs onto cities and counties through Trump tolls and through
local tax hikes.

Despite these disappointments, I want to work with the Adminis-
tration and Republicans in the Senate to advance a real infrastruc-
ture program and an infrastructure package with real dollars. I
look forward to hearing Ms. Drake’s priorities, including with re-
spect to safety oversight.

I want to welcome Mr. Nadaner, the nominee for Commerce As-
sistant Secretary for Export Control Enforcement. Given increasing
efforts by Russia, China, and others to steal sensitive technologies
from U.S. companies, enforcement of our export control regime, as
you know, is critical.

That is especially true as the Committee moves forward to re-
form CFIUS, which must be integrated with our export control sys-
tem.

I would like to welcome Mr. Appleton to the Committee. If con-
firmed, he will help guide HUD’s research efforts, which provide
data and evaluations to policymakers and researchers and practi-
tioners and housing market participants and the public.

We face many housing challenges as a Nation, from our deep
shortage of affordable housing to our ongoing work to realize the
promise of the Fair Housing Act after 50 years. I hope you are com-
mitted to the Fair Housing Act. I am not sure that your bosses
working up the chain are.

Unbiased research can help us overcome these challenges and in-
form HUD’s daily operations, best practices in the field, and evi-
dence-based policy.

I look forward to hearing from Mr. Appleton about his approach
to this critical function at Housing and Urban Development.

Thank you.

Chairman CRAPO. Thank you, Senator Brown.

Will the nominees please rise and raise your right hands. Do you
swear or affirm that the testimony you are about to give is the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Ms. DRAKE. I do.

Mr. NADANER. I do.

Mr. APPLETON. I do.

Chairman CrAPO. And do you agree to appear and testify before
any duly constituted committee of the Senate?

Ms. DRAKE. I do.

Mr. NADANER. I do.

Mr. APPLETON. I do.

Chairman CRAPO. Thank you. You may be seated.

Each of your written statements will be made a part of the
record in their entirety, and as I am sure you have been advised,
we ask you to keep your oral comments or verbal comments to 5
minutes, so we have time for questions from the Committee. Before
you begin, I invite you, if you choose to, to introduce your family
that is in attendance, and, Ms. Drake, we will start with you. You
may proceed.
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STATEMENT OF THELMA DRAKE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMIN-
ISTRATOR OF THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION

Ms. DRAKE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to introduce my husband to you, Ted Drake from
Norfolk, Virginia. Thank you.

Chairman CRAPO. You may proceed with your statement.

Ms. DRAKE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Crapo, Ranking Member Brown, and distinguished
Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to ad-
dress you today and to answer your questions.

I am honored to be nominated to the position of Administrator
of the Federal Transit Administration. I would like to thank Presi-
dent Trump and Secretary Chao for their support and their belief
in me.

I view transit as a key component of a successful transportation
network. I realize that needs vary across the country, and I look
forward to engaging in the various discussions with stakeholders as
to how construct, maintain, and operate successful systems.

In Congress, I served on the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, and while serving in the Virginia General As-
sembly, I was a member of the House Transportation Committee.
I have also served as a member of the Virginia Commonwealth
Transportation Board.

After leaving Congress, I served as Director of the Virginia De-
partment of Rail and Public Transportation. While Director, I
helped implement new processes and performance metrics that en-
hanced accountability and incentivized performance and efficiency
for State transit systems.

We also created a new model for funding capital investments
that placed an emphasis on rolling stock. My work included in-
volvement with Virginia’s transit systems; the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority; and Virginia’s commuter rail sys-
tem, the Virginia Railway Express.

Secretary Chao and 1 share the same priorities for transpor-
tation. If confirmed, my top priorities will be the safety of our tran-
sit systems and the traveling public, infrastructure support and in-
vestment, and preparing for the future through innovation.

Again, thank you for your time and consideration of my nomina-
tion. I would be honored to work with each of you on your priorities
and to be an advocate for transit nationwide.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman CRAPO. Thank you.

Mr. Nadaner.

STATEMENT OF JEFFREY NADANER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR EXPORT EN-
FORCEMENT

Mr. NADANER. I would like to introduce my dad, who is in his
85th, came from New York, and my wife and my three kids.

Chairman CrAPO. Welcome to all of you.

Mr. NADANER. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Senator Brown, Senators of this
Committee, with reverence for our Constitution, I come before this
Committee to be considered for Assistant Secretary of Commerce



5

for Export Enforcement. I express my appreciation to Secretary
Ross and President Trump.

I am the child of World War II refugees. My parents brought me
up with a gratitude for our Nation’s incomparable freedoms and ex-
ceptional opportunities for economic dignity. They also raised me
with an appreciation for the ordinary women and men who day in
and day out, with little note but much sacrifice, ensure our safety
and uphold our laws.

The Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export Enforcement
and the Bureau of Industry and Security work to ensure that our
adversaries do not get sensitive technologies. Effective harnessing
of the Department’s capabilities is indispensable to preventing the
diversion of dual-purpose technologies to our enemies who may
threaten our military, our homeland, and our citizens.

Enforcement of the law is a sine-qua-non for protecting our Na-
tion’s security and the U.S. industrial defense base and its intricate
supply chains. Robust enforcement is central to ensuring that con-
gressionally mandated sanctions and anti-boycott laws have effect.

If confirmed, I will bring to bear more than two decades of expe-
rience in national security, industry, and Federal law from the van-
tage points of both the public and private sectors.

My current duties with the U.S. Marine Corps center on U.S.-for-
eign technology competitions, cyber and informational threats, and
military and security operations.

Earlier at Lockheed Martin and in small businesses, I con-
centrated on aerospace and defense technology; mergers, acquisi-
tions, and joint ventures; and U.S. procurements and exports. I
have managed hardware and software R&D portfolios and worked
on improving supply chains.

Integral to my undertakings, I was operating under the
Commerce- and State Department-led export control systems and
anti-boycott and anti-corruption laws.

Before that, while Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense, 1
oversaw exports of U.S. military equipment and services across the
globe. These transfer too involved compliance with the U.S. export
control systems. In that role, I had the honor of working with both
sides of the aisle in the Senate and the House to produce bipar-
tisan legislation.

Teaming with the civil service, I developed policies, advanced
interagency decisions, and joined efforts with the intelligence com-
munity. I developed rich experience negotiating with foreign coun-
tries on technology uses.

Among my highest privileges has been to serve as the U.S. De-
partment of Justice trial attorney. I represented an array of Fed-
eral agencies in litigation arising out of their law enforcement, ad-
ministrative, and regulatory activities. I understand the frame-
works under which our officers and agents act. I have seen crimes’
effects. I have conducted investigations and enforced subpoenas,
and I have filed suits, negotiated settlements, and brought cases to
judgment.

If confirmed, I will enforce U.S. export controls, sanctions,
embargos, and anti-boycott laws. I will advance policies that safe-
guard American jobs, technologies, and industries that form our in-
dustrial base.



6

Mr. Chairman, Senator Brown, Senators of this Committee, I will
be honored to answer any questions you may have. Please accept
my appreciation for your consideration.

Chairman CraPO. Thank you.

Mr. Appleton.

STATEMENT OF SETH APPLETON, OF MISSOURI, TO BE AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH

Mr. APPLETON. Thank you.

Chairman Crapo, Ranking Member Brown, and distinguished
Members of this Committee, thank you for convening this hearing.
It is an honor to appear before you as the nominee to be Assistant
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development for Policy Develop-
ment and Research.

As a former staffer in the House of Representatives, I have sat
along the wall behind the dais but never at the witness table, and
to be sure, it is a humbling experience, as I have a great deal of
respect for this institution and its important role in confirming
nominees for service in the executive branch.

Before I begin, I would like to recognize my family. My wife,
Brooke, is here today. In typical Capitol Hill fashion, we actually
met working as colleagues in the House before we got married.

My mother, Susan, and my father, Bob, are here today from St.
Louis. My mom has been a law professor for the last 43 years and
from a very young age taught me the value of research.

My brother, Jesse, is here from St. Louis also, and on Brooke’s
side of the family are my in-laws, Barb and Tim Shupe from
Stanberry, Missouri.

Watching the broadcast at home in St. Louis are my sister-in-
law, Ali, my nephew, Bennett, who was supposed to be here for his
first congressional hearing but got sick, and my grandmother,
Winifred Frelich, who just celebrated her 93rd birthday on Friday
and reminded me that she brought me to the Senate for the very
first time during a spring break nearly 30 years ago.

In addition to my family, I would like to thank Senators Blunt
and McCaskill as well as the entire Missouri congressional delega-
tion for supporting my nomination, Republicans and Democrats
alike.

Chairman CRrRAPO. It looks like you got a lot of folks here or
watching, and the pressure is on.

Mr. APPLETON. It is, indeed, sir.

[Laughter.]

Mr. AppLETON. HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research
plays a critical role for the entire Department, coordinating rec-
ommendations on policy matters, overseeing research projects and
demonstrations, disseminating economic information, and man-
aging international programs and philanthropic initiatives. It is on
the cutting edge of identifying new trends and finding innovative
solutions to the housing and community development challenges of
our day.

As such, the Assistant Secretary must be familiar with the public
policy development process, understand the importance of sound re-
search in formulating evidence-based policy solutions, and provide
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effective leadership, management, and budget oversight to the
PD&R team.

If confirmed, I am committed to serving as a partner to this
Committee and the Congress, which has long been involved in
shaping PD&R’s research and policy work.

I believe I am well suited to serve in this position based on my
public policy and management experience. Following my gradua-
tion from Stanford, I worked in the U.S. House for 13 years, first
as a legislative staffer, then as a chief of staff. As a legislative
staffer, my portfolio included housing policy, and I later had the op-
portunity to really focus in on this as chief of staff to Congressman
Luetkemeyer in his role as Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Housing and Insurance.

An example of the policies we worked on is H.R. 3700, the Hous-
ing Opportunity Through Modernization Act, or HOTMA, which
passed both the House and Senate unanimously and was signed
into law by President Obama in 2016.

In addition to focusing on policy matters, I gained valuable man-
agement experience in the course of building, organizing, and lead-
ing a team of staffers in Missouri and Washington. I worked to en-
sure our entire team was involved in a collaborative process to
craft sound initiatives, which included everything from generating
ideas to reviewing research to developing partnerships and build-
ing coalitions. All of this was done with one underlying objective
in mind: to improve the lives of the people we served.

In July 2017, I left my position in the House to join HUD as Gen-
eral Deputy Assistant Secretary and Acting Assistant Secretary in
the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations. Be-
sides affording me the opportunity to work with many Senators
and staff in this room, this role also allowed me to interact with
all of the Department’s program and support offices, across silos,
including PD&R.

Prior to being nominated, I worked with PD&R’s staff on a vari-
ety of issues, including grants, university partnerships, technical
assistance, and disaster response.

PD&R has an outstanding team of dedicated civil servants. If
confirmed, I very much look forward to working with that team,
advocating for its work, and ensuring that its products meet Con-
gress’ intent and are utilized for the betterment of those served by
HUD.

Our policy solutions should be evidenced-based, backed by sound
data, }flnd tested by well-designed demonstrations and thorough re-
search.

In closing, I believe my housing policy and management experi-
ence in the legislative and executive branches has prepared me
well to serve as Assistant Secretary. If confirmed, I look forward
to working with this Committee to advance policies that address
the priorities and needs of the American people.

I would be pleased to answer your questions and honored to earn
your support. Thank you.

Chairman CRAPO. Thank you, Mr. Appleton.

Let me start out with questions with you, Ms. Drake. A key pri-
ority of this Administration is to reduce regulatory burdens, and in
the area of transit, often what we see is the smallest and most
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rural transit agencies are burdened the most by regulations that
are meant for the larger urban systems.

Can you assure the Committee that you will provide careful con-
sideration for the effects of regulations on small and rural transit
agencies?

Ms. DRAKE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, as Director of the
Department of Rail and Public Transportation, I worked with Vir-
ginia’s 44 transit systems, 20 of which were rural and 6 were small
urban. I have visited them. I have toured their operation. I have
seen how hard they work. I have been at their ribbon-cuttings. I
have talked to their riders, and I share your concern about our
rurals. They cover very large areas, often are very economically
challenged, smaller populations, and I can certainly confirm to you
that if—if confirmed, I can commit to you that I will treat all
projects fairly and in compliance with the law. And I appreciate
your concern for the rurals as well as I saw in Virginia.

Chairman CRAPO. Well, thank you for that assurance.

Mr. Nadaner, as you know, we are intensely working right now
on the CFIUS legislation, and as I have learned more and more as
we get into this process, export control is one of the key aspects of
assuring the security of the United States and sensitive products.

As you look to your new role, what do you see as the main chal-
lenges to export control enforcement?

Mr. NADANER. Mr. Chairman, I believe it is important that the
Committee is considering CFIUS. It has been a while, and the
world has changed a bit since the last time it did.

But I would say one of the strengths for the American system
has been a very strong CFIUS process for inbound investment and
strong export controls for export technology, which can occur with-
ﬂut (’ihe technology leaving the United States if it touches foreign

ands.

I believe Secretary Ross has made it a goal to say that as much
as we have done on export enforcement, we need to do more. We
need to make violations of these laws which can harm Americans
and cause loss of American jobs mean something.

Yesterday, we saw with ZTE, there is more that can be done.

So, if confirmed, my goal will be to look at resources, authorities,
and responsibilities and try and make the right priorities so that
we have meaningful enforcement.

Chairman CrAPO. Well, thank you. This is obviously a matter of
making sure we draw the lines in the right ways and in the right
places, to assure that the robust development of emerging tech-
nologies takes place in the United States and to assure that we do
not allow our technologies that are sensitive to be either exported
or developed and taken over in the United States through incoming
investments.

I appreciate your attention to that.

Mr. Appleton, as you know, HUD’s Office of Policy Development
and Research plays a key role in disaster relief efforts, including
collecting information about affected areas, assessing the damage,
and making disaster recovery tools available to the general public.

In light of the research natural disasters in 2017, can you speak
to any opportunities for PD&R to become more efficient or to co-
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ordinate better with sister agencies to ensure that the Government
is able to rapidly respond to that type of crisis?

Mr. APPLETON. Thank you for that question, Senator. This is a
very important topic.

In the aftermath of a disaster, PD&R relies upon data from
FEMA and the Small Business Administration to determine the ex-
tent of unmet housing, business, and infrastructure needs in the
most impacted areas.

This partnership is strong and runs well, but it could always be
improved, and one thing that I would like to get over the finish line
is the completion of a data transfer tool that would allow this infor-
mation to come over seamlessly, expeditiously, and accurately in
order to deploy assistance in a more rapid manner.

Chairman CRAPO. Thank you very much.

I thank each of you for those answers.

Senator Brown.

Senator BROWN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Ms. Drake, since 1982, when President Reagan signed the law
that created the mass transit account, Congress has allocated a
minimum of 20 percent of new revenue deposited in the Highway
Trust Fund for public transportation. I fought to maintain that
principle in the FAST Act. We talked about that privately.

I would like you to answer the question: Can we count on you
as FTA Administrator to fight for at least that 20 percent of fair
share of funding for transit in reauthorization or in any infrastruc-
ture project?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, thank you.

As you know, I was not at FTA, not part of the discussions as
to the funding that you are referencing.

I can commit to you that I will be very engaged in the discus-
sions, will be in communication with you, and look forward to im-
plementing the funding according to the law.

Senator BROWN. Can you not commit to the 20 percent that has
been in bipartisan since the Reagan years?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I cannot do that at this time. I would need
more information, more review, more discussion about it, and of
course, discussions with you.

Senator BROWN. Well, I appreciate that and your straight-
forwardness, but the information is we have done it for 30 years,
and it has worked. And only recently have there been some efforts
by some, including on this Committee, to drop that number below
20, but I am hopeful that you will, through this process—I mean,
I want to vote for you, but I very much want that 20 percent. I
want to hear the FTA Administrator say, “Yes, we will follow the
tradition of 20 percent.”

Ms. DRAKE. Well, Senator, at the risk of sounding redundant, I
really need to have more information, more review, and more dis-
cussions with you.

Senator BROWN. OK, OK.

Ms. DRAKE. And thank you. And I do hope that you realize that
I truly am a transit advocate.

Senator BROWN. OK, OK. I believe you are.
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DOT gave out just two transit awards in the last round of TIGER
funding, shutting out nearly every transit application. Should tran-
sit projects have a fair chance at TIGER funding?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, again, not having been at FTA, I am not
part of those discussions and certainly cannot explain any of those
do you, but I can tell you, again, I intend to be an advocate for
transit. And I will be part of those discussions in the future.

Senator BROWN. OK.

Mr. Appleton, for several years, HUD’s discretionary research
priorities have been driven by the Research Roundup. HUD devel-
oped this plan in consultation with stakeholders to identify re-
search questions that are most important to housing and commu-
nity development in the future. Do you intend to use the Research
Roundup as a guide for research projects?

Mr. APPLETON. Absolutely. Right now, we are in the middle of
the 2014 to 2018 research roadmap. This covers a 5-year period,
and it covers—the priorities outlined are housing affordability,
health, disaster resiliency, a number of really important things
that I want to continue.

As we build the next one, once the 2018 roadmap ends, I will ab-
solutely be consulting with Congress and stakeholders, academics,
practitioners, to build that roadmap going forward.

Senator BROWN. OK. Thank you for that.

And you, I assume, will be getting the input from stakeholders
as we do this?

Mr. APPLETON. Absolutely.

Senator BROWN. Thank you.

For years—I am back to Ms. Drake. For years, this Committee
has had a strong bipartisan commitment to safety oversight, maybe
less today with the rhetoric that surrounds our Government the
last few years, especially the Chairman’s question to you about reg-
ulatory burden.

Regulatory burden to some are safety rules to others and con-
sumer protections and food safety, and some will call that regu-
latory burden. Others will call it public safety.

I have two questions for you on safety. Will you be proactive in
using your authority to improve safety standards in the transit in-
dustry and to ensure that states are providing robust oversight of
real transit systems?

Cﬁ\/Is. DRAKE. Senator, safety is my top priority, as is Secretary
ao’s.

When 1 first began as Director of Department of Rail and Public
Transportation, it was only a few months after the very tragic Fort
Totten accident. I worked very closely with Maryland with D.C.
and, of course, with the Governor of Virginia as well as the Gov-
ernor of Maryland and the Mayor of D.C. So I can commit that
safety is a very top priority, and I will do all in my power to make
sure that the traveling public and our transit systems are safe and
well maintained.

Senator BROWN. And that means proactive?

Ms. DRAKE. I will do all in my power that I can do.

Senator BROWN. I am concerned that the States’ oversight agen-
cies may not be planning to conduct regular unannounced inspec-
tions as they ramp up oversight.
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GAO recently noted the need for inspections too. Are inspections
a core element of an oversight program?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I do believe inspections are a core oversight.
Not being at FTA, I cannot describe to you how things are being
done, but I can commit to you that once confirmed or if confirmed
thatfl will do everything in my power to make sure that the public
is safe.

Senator BROWN. Does that mean that—do you from your transit
history in Virginia is—do you believe that regular unannounced in-
spections are a key part of this?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, we worked very diligently on how to set up
an oversight committee that later morphed into going to FTA. So
I look forward to hearing what is taking place and how we move
forward to guarantee the safety of our systems.

Senator BROWN. But you are not committing to this Committee
that part of oversight is to make unannounced inspections, to make
sure that rail cars and other public transit vehicles and facilities
are safe?

Ms. DRAKE. I do believe, Senator, that there should be inspec-
tions of our system and not just waiting until there is a tragedy
to come in.

Senator BROWN. The inspections you have—you are conflating
with—you are slicing pretty thin that inspections does not in your
mind?mean unannounced inspections, regular unannounced inspec-
tions?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I look forward to hearing more. I do know
there is a distinction between an inspection and an investigation,
and I do hope that there are investigations that take place so that
we prevent any accidents from happening.

Senator BROWN. Well, I think inspections sound pretty preventa-
tive. Investigations sound like something to happen at Fort Totten.
What did we do about it? It just seems to me I hope you will carry
out of here the interest of this Committee that unannounced in-
spections are much more likely to result in improvements to public
safety than inspections that the transit system is expecting you
to—is scheduling and preparing for.

Ms. DRAKE. Thank you, Senator.

Chairman CRAPO. Senator Menendez.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Congresswoman, congratulations on your nomination.

I just want to ask you. You and I had a conversation in my office.
I appreciate you coming to visit. With reference to Gateway——

Ms. DRAKE. Yes.

Senator MENENDEZ.
is nationally important?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, this is a very important project. I know it
is very important to you, and I look forward to working with you
on the project.

Senator MENENDEZ. OK. I appreciate that, but that is not the
question I asked you.

The question I asked you, do you consider Gateway a project of
national significance?

Ms. DRAKE. I think it is a very significant project, Senator, and
what I can commit to you is I would want to review the project.

do you consider Gateway a project that
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I am hopeful at some point to see some of the components of the
project, schedule a briefing on the project, so that I am much more
engaged and involved with it. [——

Senator MENENDEZ. This is a different answer that you gave me
in my office. In my office, you told me that, yes, this was a nation-
ally important—so something has happened between——

Ms. DRAKE. Yep.

Senator MENENDEZ. ——your honest—I assume your honest an-
swer to me in my office and the answer I am getting here now.

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I consider this a very significant project.

Senator MENENDEZ. OK. That is not the same as saying that it
is a nationally important project, which is what you said in my of-
fice.

Let me ask you something—so evidently, you have been in-
structed to say something different—for a new starts or core capac-
ity project, what is the minimum percentage of the total project
cost that a local sponsor must commit of their own funding to earn
a medium rating?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, not being at FTA, I do not have access to
that information to answer in that detail that you are asking.

I can say to you that I do think there should be a balance be-
tween the Federal and the local commitments to a project.

Senator MENENDEZ. Well, what do you think that should be?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I am happy to get back to you, if confirmed
to the position.

Senator MENENDEZ. No, no, no, no, no, no, no. You came to my
office. Now you have changed your testimony here from what you
told me in my office about Gateway being a project of national sig-
nificance, and then we discussed about what should be the percent-
age for a local share of any project.

The only way for anybody to understand whether their project is
being legitimately scored is understanding what the ground rules
are. So you do not have to be at the agency to give me a sense of
what your belief is, that a percentage amount of—is it 10 percent?
Is it 20 percent? Is it 50 percent? What is it?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, my understanding is this project is cur-
rently working through the process at FTA. I do not know the de-
tails of it. I look forward to more.

Senator MENENDEZ. I am not—Congresswoman, I am not talking
about this specific project.

My question in general was for a new starts or core capacity
project, whatever that project might be, what is the minimum per-
centage of a total project cost that the local sponsor must commit
of their own funding to earn a decent rating, a medium rating? I
think that is a pretty straightforward question in terms of what is
your views.

If you are going to be the Administrator, what is your views
about what that should be?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I do not know the numbers for a low or a
moderate or a medium or a highly rated project, but I can commit
to you that I will get that information. I will be briefed on it, and
I am happy to get back with you, if I am confirmed and able to
have all that information to discuss it.
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Senator MENENDEZ. Well, I think the confirmation is going to be
in trouble, to be honest here, unless I can get better answers.

If you do not have clear parameters, how can a local project spon-
sor have faith that their projects are being judged fairly? How can
they have faith that their projects are judged by objective stand-
ards and not by political whims?

And so I personally cannot vote for you if this is going to be your
set of answers, nor will I allow on the floor for you to proceed with-
out some clarity. And if we have to have a debate as to why I hold
that view, I am happy to do that.

Let me ask you this: How would you handle a situation in which
you or the staff at the FTA were instructed by anyone in the De-
partment of Transportation or the White House to reject a down-
grade on—to reject or downgrade a new starts application for polit-
ical reasons?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I am not at FTA, but what I can commit
to you is that I will treat all projects fairly and in compliance with
the law. I will have a review and happy to get back with any of
the Members——

Senator MENENDEZ. That is not my question.

Ms. DRAKE. ——as to their projects.

Senator MENENDEZ. That is not my question, Congresswoman.

So you are now at FTA, if confirmed, and you are instructed by
someone, the higher up at the Department of Transportation or for
that fact the White House, to reject or to downgrade new starts ap-
plications for political reasons. What is your answer to that re-
quest?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, my answer is all projects will be treated
fairly and in compliance with law.

Senator MENENDEZ. The answer should be “No, I will not reject
or downgrade a project because you politically want it so,” and the
fact that you cannot make that simple statement is alarming to
me.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman CRAPO. Senator Warren.

Senator WARREN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

We face many serious housing problems in this country. Fifty
years after the Fair Housing Act passed, housing discrimination is
rampant. Finding affordable housing is hard, particularly for the
poorest families. Victims of natural disasters are struggling to re-
build their communities. HUD has a very long to-do list.

Now, Mr. Appleton, you have been nominated to lead HUD’s Of-
fice of Policy Development and Research. That office collects data
about the housing problems American families face and tries to test
out possible solutions. This is one of the most important jobs at
HUD because the only way to fix hard problems is to follow the evi-
dence. So I want to explore how you will approach your job.

Mr. Appleton, I understand that one of the areas your office will
look into 1s housing affordability; is that right?

Mr. APPLETON. Yes, ma’am.

Senator WARREN. Thank you.

As you know, HUD provides support to low-income families in a
couple of ways, including the Housing Choice Voucher Program.
Waiting lists for vouchers which limit rent to one-third of a per-
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Sﬁn’s income are now sometimes years long before families can get
these.

In fact, the Office of Policy Development and Research, the office
that you would head up, has already found that fewer than one in
four people who qualify for HUD housing assistance get it; is that
right?

Mr. APPLETON. Yes, ma’am.

Senator WARREN. Yeah. Well, what that means is that three in
four who qualify do not get it, and many pay more than 50 percent
of their incomes on housing. That leaves almost nothing for food or
shelter or child care or medical emergencies, and families just can-
not make the math work.

According to a new study, 2.3 million people were evicted from
their housing in 2016, but HUD is not even trying to meet this
need. HUD’s 2019 budget requests cuts in funding for its rental as-
sistance program by 11 percent. Draft legislation revealed that the
White House was planning to raise rents and impose work require-
ments on families who already receiving housing support.

These changes are driven by politics, not by policy and not by
evidence. Experts say that the vast majority of residents who re-
ceive housing assistance already work, if they can, and that they
still need help.

So if you are confirmed, you will be Ben Carson’s principal advi-
sor on policy, on program evaluations, and on basic research. Do
you promise that you will accurately convey what the data show
and push for a proven evidence-based solution in every conversa-
tion you have with him?

Mr. APPLETON. Without question, yes.

Senator WARREN. Good. I want you to hear me. I said every con-
versation.

Mr. APPLETON. Yes.

Senator WARREN. All right. And does that include situations
where your answer is “We need more money”?

Mr. APPLETON. Yes.

Senator WARREN. Good.

A home is more than a shelter. It is the foundation for a family
to build a life, to build a little economic security. A child with a
stable home can stay in the same school all year, focus on learning
instead of worrying about when they are going to have to pack up
their toys and move. Young parents buy a home in order to try to
build some wealth and ultimately be able to use it to send their
kids to college or as collateral to start a business.

Since Secretary Carson took over, HUD has taken one action
after another that has cut the legs out from underneath American
families. He has dismissed the challenges poor families have in
finding housing and ignored information about how HUD can help
them, and that policy is bad. It is also cruel.

So I hope you will work to reverse that trend.

Mr. APPLETON. Absolutely. I am committed to working with you
and this Committee and following the evidence and the research
where it leads us. I think it is really important.

Senator WARREN. Thank you, Mr. Appleton. I appreciate it.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thirty-eight seconds under.

Chairman CRAPO. Duly noted.



15

Senator Rounds.

Senator ROUNDS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Good morning. Mr. Nadaner, you touched on this briefly when
you responded to the Chairman, but let me ask you to elaborate
a little bit. Do you have any thoughts on this particular CFIUS leg-
islation? Are there any closer areas that you think the Committee
should be taking a closer look at with regards to the CFIUS re-
form? Can you flesh it out a little bit in terms of your thought proc-
ess?

Mr. NADANER. Yes, Senator Rounds.

I participated in the CFIUS process when I was a Defense De-
partment official, and that was following a congressional effort to
s}tlrengthen the process following Dubai Ports, and that was a good
thing.

I think the threat has grown only since then. So I think it is
Wi%e, and I think it is salutary that the legislation is being revis-
ited.

However, I would note that—it is a great strength of the Amer-
ican system that we have monitored in-bound investment into the
United States in one process and that export controls in another
process, and the export control system is very advanced. It is the
most advanced system in the world.

In fact, one of the missions of export enforcement at Commerce
is to help other countries develop their capacity for such a system.

So I would say that I have not been privy to the latest Adminis-
tration positions on CFIUS reform or negotiations with this Com-
mittee. However, I would say it is good to update the legislation,
but at the same time, it is also good to preserve the export control
system that has been developed very carefully over several Admin-
istrations now, going back several decades.

Senator ROUNDS. OK. Let me move on a little bit to another area
with regard to dual use technologies. As you know, if you are con-
firmed, your position will be responsible for dual use export policy.
With advancements being made in technology of all kinds, it ap-
pears to me that the line between what is and what is not consid-
ered to be dual use can become a gray area.

If you are confirmed, how do you plan to make sure that we are
protecting technologies that have a dual use?

Mr. NADANER. The law is far-reaching. It had a certain amount
of genius that was in the original Act several decades ago. It saw
where things were going that a lot of the research and development
dynamism was moving toward the commercial sector and, hence,
sensitive and dual use technologies being of a special concern, not
just purely military technologies.

From what I have seen as a nominee, the Department is fairly
up to date, and Export Administration, if confirmed, my colleague,
Rich Ashooh, the Assistant Secretary for Export Administration
and Licensing, it seems to me that this is a matter that they have
all 10 fingers around.

If confirmed, from an enforcement perspective, I will certainly
bring my views to bear, and I have a couple decades involved in
the technology, particularly the newer realms of technology.

Senator ROUNDS. Mr. Appleton, as you note in your testimony,
one of the roles that HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Re-
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search plays is disseminating economic information of our Nation’s
housing market. HUD conducts studies, including the American
Housing Survey, as well as other analysis to determine the health
and needs of the housing market.

Overall, what is your current opinion of the housing market, and
what are your top priorities for HUD’s Office of Policy Development
and Research if you are confirmed?

Mr. APPLETON. Thank you for that question, Senator.

As far as the overall housing market, I think that we are in a
little bit of a static period. We have seen a recovery since the finan-
cial crisis, and we have seen an increase in demand, particularly
for affordable housing, but we are not able to keep up with that
demand.

As far as my priorities for HUD’s Office of Policy Development
and Research, I am very interested in doing more research on long-
term disaster recovery as well as housing affordability and also
tracking what happens to families who leave HUD assistance.

We do not have very good metrics in place on if our programs are
leading to successful exits and outcomes, and I think that that is
a very important conversation that we need to have.

Senator ROUNDS. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, I am getting close to the end, but may I ask one
more question of Congresswoman Drake, please?

Chairman CRAPO. Briefly.

Senator ROUNDS. Thank you.

Congresswoman Drake, in addition to serving here on the Bank-
ing Committee, I am also a member of the Environment and Public
Works Committee, where we have had the opportunity to discuss
in more depth an infrastructure package that the President and
the Committee have been advocating for. Could you comment on
the state of our Nation’s transit, briefly, and the infrastructure and
the role that you believe transit should play in an infrastructure
package?

Ms. DRAKE. Mr. Rounds—Senator, I would just comment to you
that transit plays a very key role, both in the environment in re-
ducing emissions and the use of single-occupant vehicles and is a
very key component of a successful transportation network to re-
duce congestion as well.

So I am very hopeful, if confirmed, that I will be working with
you in the future on those issues and that we will have further dis-
cussions about it.

Senator ROUNDS. And besides that, there may be a revenue
source involved there as well.

Ms. DRAKE. That would be very helpful. Thank you.

Senator ROUNDS. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman CraPO. Thank you, Senator.

Senator Donnelly.

Senator DONNELLY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I want to thank the witnesses and your families, and it is great
to have your families here as well. Thank you very much.

Ms. Drake, as we discussed when we met last week, I am fortu-
nate to come from a State that understands the importance of pub-
lic transit.
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We have a number of communities that are investing in transit
systems in order to ease congestion and grow local and regional
economies.

The support for these projects is bipartisan. It spans the gamut
of Federal, State, and local governments. From myself to the Gov-
ernor to the local county and city councils, we have expressed sup-
port for smart and sensible investments in effective transit.

I also hope to work with President Trump on infrastructure in-
vestments as our country desperately needs to commit to improving
our infrastructure on numerous fronts.

Unfortunately, when it comes to transit projects, particularly
those in the Capital Investment Grant Program, projects in Indi-
ana have experienced a number of challenges from this Administra-
tion. Indiana has a number of projects in the Capital Investment
Grant Program. As the projects have slowly progressed, we have
been dealing with frustrating delays. We have been dealing with
delayed funding for already approved projects, which creates a
domino effect, that then delays construction and puts contractors in
difficult situations with no work for employees and a lack of funds
for small businesses.

We have had difficulty getting FTA to communicate with project
sponsors on concerns FTA has raised to us, and then FTA has
withheld other concerns until the last minute.

Ms. Drake, you have worked on these types of projects through-
out your career. You know they can take years to develop. You
know how much up-front hard work it takes for communities before
they even apply for the funding. When FTA does not uphold its end
of the bargain, everyone gets frustrated.

I am not alone with my frustration, as Congress just felt the
need to use the recent Government funding bill to explicitly direct
the Department to administer the Capital Investment Grand Pro-
gram in accordance with the law.

Should you be confirmed to head FTA, can you commit to me
that FTA will work in good faith with project sponsors, providing
prompt answers and reviews, informing project sponsors about con-
cerns, and helping them problem-solve throughout the project?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, if confirmed to FTA—and certainly, not
having been there, I cannot address the concerns that you have
raised—I do know it takes a very long time. Norfolk has a light rail
system that took a number of years to be able to bring up, but I
can commit to you that all projects will be treated fairly, that FTA
will act in accordance with the law, and that there will be commu-
nication between you and the stakeholders involved.

Senator DONNELLY. In addition, the recent omnibus funding bill
also included a requirement that FTA provide updated project rat-
ings at the request of the project sponsor. Should you be confirmed,
can you describe to me what steps you will take to provide these
updated ratings in a timely basis?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, if confirmed, I can commit to you that FTA
will comply with all aspects of the law, and so although I do not
know the exact details of how that will happen or what you will
be provided with, but FTA will comply with the law. And this infor-
mation will be made available.
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Senator DONNELLY. And last but certainly not least, a lot of Hoo-
siers rely on transit to get to work each day, and a significant num-
ber of my fellow friends and neighbors get up each morning and
go to work building the buses and the trains that get Americans
across the country to where they want to go.

I firmly believe that the Federal Government should be doing ev-
erything it can to give preference to American goods and services
in order to ensure taxpayer dollars are used to support investments
in American companies and workers.

Can you commit to me that to the fullest extent possible, FTA
will buy American?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I can assure you that the Department of
Transportation and Secretary Chao are working diligently to imple-
ment the aspects of Buy America. I join them and am very happy
to commit to you that I will work with them in implementing Buy
America.

Senator DONNELLY. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman CraPO. Thank you.

Senator Van Hollen.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome
to all of you, and congratulations on your nominations.

I am going to start with Ms. Drake. Good to see you. We served
together in the House, and when you and I met, I asked you about
a number of transit issues. Among them was the Washington
Metro System.

Ms. DRAKE. Of course.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. And as a Virginian, I think you under-
stand the importance of our Washington Metro System to the eco-
nomic health of the region. It is also called the Nation’s Metro Sys-
tem because it transports a large share of the Federal workforce to
work every day. Is not that right?

Ms. DRAKE. That is absolutely correct, Senator.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. And I appreciate your comments regarding
the imperative for safety, especially following the Fort Totten trag-
edy.
The Washington Metro System now is a compact between the
Federal Government and the District of Columbia, the State of Vir-
ginia, and Maryland; is that right?

Ms. DRAKE. Yes, Senator, it is a compact with the three entities,
but in Virginia, it is the local governments.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Yeah.

Ms. DRAKE. But the State has stepped into that funding role.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Right.

Mr. Chairman and the Ranking Member just recently—and this
has been a big issue in our region. The District of Columbia, the
State of Virginia, and the State of Maryland have now all pledged
dedicated funding to the Washington Metro System as part of this
partnership

Ms. DRAKE. Right.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. ——along with the Federal Government.

The authorization for that partnership expires at the end of this
fiscal year. It was a 10-year authorization. The State of Virginia,
the other parties have now pledged their continued support. In
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fact, they have upped their support in the sense that it is dedi-
cated, right?

Ms. DRAKE. Yes, Senator. Virginia has stepped up to the $50 mil-
lion a year.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Yeah. And Maryland has recently taken
those actions too, as has the District of Columbia.

So when we met, you said you would be committed to working
with me to ensure the continued Federal commitment to the Wash-
ington Metro System, and I just ask you today if you are willing
to work with us to make sure the Federal Government remains a
partner going forward.

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, in the FY19 budget, there is funding for ex-
tending PRITA.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Yeah.

Ms. DRAKE. For fiscal ’19, I can—certainly worked very closely
with the WMATA system, with Senator Warner, when I was at De-
partment of Rail and Public Transportation, and yes, I can commit
to you there is significant needs at WMATA. And I intend to work
very closely with all of you to meet those needs.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. No, I appreciate that. There was a big
backup on the Red Line today, apparently at Union Station, so we
know that we need

Ms. DRAKE. We need

Senator VAN HOLLEN. ——significant effort.

And I do appreciate, as I told you when we met, that the Admin-
istration requested funds——

Ms. DRAKE. Yes.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. —for fiscal year 2019. We need to up it
a little bit. I think the number was $120 million. The annual allot-
ment from the Federal Government has been $150 million, but we
can work on that.

But my question is, as you just recognized and as I said in my
question, that the 10-year authorization does expire at the end of
this fiscal year.

Ms. DRAKE. Yes.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. And what I am asking for is your commit-
ment to maintain the Federal Government’s commitment to the
Washington Metro.

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, I can commit to you that, if confirmed, I
will be very involved in those discussions at FTA and work as dili-
gently as I can to meet the needs of the Metro System.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. But do you agree that the Federal Govern-
ment is an essential partner in the Washington Metro System?

Ms. DRAKE. The Federal Government is an essential partner. I
can——

Senator VAN HOLLEN. OK.

Ms. DRAKE. I can agree with you on that statement.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you.

So to Mr. Nadaner, congratulations again on your appointment.
Good to have a Marylander appointed to this position, and some of
my questions were already covered by the Chairman with respect
to CFIUS. I really want to make sure that we—you are an impor-
tant—have important oversight over especially dual use tech-
nologies, especially to countries like China, where I think you play
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an essential role to make sure that none of those exports are able
to be diverted to military purposes.

And, Mr. Appleton, I see that my time is going to expire shortly,
but you have been nominated to lead the Policy Development and
Research operation, which was very involved in the study of HUD’s
Smal}) Area Fair Market Rents. Are you familiar with that pro-
gram?

Mr. APPLETON. I am.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. And I look forward to the continuing re-
search on that.

As you probably know, back in August of last year, the current
Secretary of HUD essentially put that on hold. A court later or-
dered him to proceed. What is your assessment of that program?
Because it was designed specifically to make sure that the rents
provided under the Housing Choice Voucher Program are better
tailored to allow people to live in a number of different areas and
move to more higher opportunity areas; is that right?

Mr. APPLETON. Yeah. I mean, I think I have committed to mak-
ing sure it is successful.

My understanding is the reason the mandatory implementation
was paused over the summer was because of a third-party con-
tractor report that raised concerns about availability of units,
voucher success rates, and utilization as well as increased rent bur-
dens on voucher households.

But as you noted, the District Court has directed HUD to imple-
ment that, and it is—guidance has been issued. There have been
live in-person trainings, Web trainings, and also technical assist-
ance deployed by PD&R to ensure that the PHAs in 24 metropoli-
tan areas across the country can implement this successfully.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Good. Look forward to working with you
on that.

Mr. APPLETON. Me too.

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman CraPO. Thank you.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.

Welcome to all of your families, and congratulations to all three
of you on your nominations.

Ms. Drake, thank you for taking the time to meet with me. I
would like to start with you. As we discussed in our meeting, a
transit is an incredibly important resource in my State, in both
urban and our rural areas. I cannot tell you how often I hear about
the challenges and opportunities presented by transit from every-
day movement of my constituents to their jobs, education, and to
providing transportation to the over 40 million visitors every year
that we have to the State of Nevada.

It is important in my State, and we talked a little bit about this,
the projects that are going on from Northern Nevada where the
Washoe Regional Transportation Commission has a specific Bus
RAPID Transit Project in the works. It is the Virginia Street Bus
RAPID Transit project in the works. That will seek FTA support
to Southern Nevada Regional Transportation Commission, where
SIG funding is critical for several projects in the Las Vegas area.

And I have heard directly from our rural Nevada communities
that they need more options to move the residents in and out of
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town. NDOT reports that over 2.5 million are aided by FTA funds
to our Nevada Department of Transportation.

So can I get your commitment that you will be the voice and
champion that we need in the Department of Transportation to
make sure that transit is on equal footing with other modes of
transportation, that you will work with Congress to implement the
letter and intent of what we pass here through authorization and
appropriations?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, if confirmed to FTA, I can make the com-
mitment to you that I will be the transit advocate, and we talked
about that in your office. And thank you for taking the time to
meet with me as well.

I can also commit to you that all projects will be looked at and
treated fairly and dealt with in compliance with the law, so I can
make that commitment to you.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.

And then we also talked about how innovation plays a valuable
role in our——

Ms. DRAKE. Yes.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. ——transit services, correct?

And I believe we even talked about the fact that Senator Burr
and I have introduced a bipartisan bill, the Moving FIRST Act, to
reestablish a competitive grant program for supporting SMART
communities throughout the country, both in urban and rural
areas.

Can I get your commitment to continue to consider support and
fund i})lnovation through your various FTA programs, where appro-
priate?

Ms. DRAKE. Senator, if confirmed to FTA, I can make the com-
mitment to you that it is absolutely one of my priorities for innova-
tion and for technology to make sure that our transit systems run
more efficiently, more effectively, provide better service, and it is
very exciting. I am very excited about some of the things that are
taking place.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. And for that reason, can you just give
me your thoughts on where you see technology playing a greater
role in transportation, transportation mode?

Ms. DRAKE. Well, I think technology in terms of autonomous ve-
hicles, in terms of smart apps that could be used, the research divi-
sion that is at FTA, just a lot of interesting possibilities there—and
the goal to make it an easier transit ride where more people will
choose to use transit rather than driving their vehicles.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you. Thank you very much.

Mr. Appleton, great to see you again as well.

Mr. APPLETON. Good to see you, ma’am.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. And so we similarly had a conversation,
and I believe the number one thing we talked about was that near-
ly every community in this Nation has an affordable housing crisis,
rental housing crisis. In Nevada, it is rental, high rents. It is lack
of inventory. It is a number of things.

So can I ask you, what are the three things you will do to ad-
dress the affordable rental—let us talk about rental housing crisis.

Mr. APPLETON. Sure. I think that the first thing I will do is talk
to my colleagues at Treasury and USDA as part of what is called
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the Rental Policy Working Group. We need to get that elevated, I
think, to a leadership level. That there is an MOU, I understand,
that already exists to do that, because in addition to HUD, Treas-
ury runs the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Program, and
USDA’s Rural Housing Service is also integrally involved. So that
is one thing.

Second, I think HUD and PD&R specifically can serve as a clear-
inghouse of best practices for communities that want to make
progress on this, on things such as restrictive growth management
controls, excessive affordable housing development fees, things of
that nature, where we can really inform communities on how to do
things better on the score.

And last, I think we need to look at the Moving to Work expan-
sion that has been authorized by Congress for 100 additional
PHAs. One of the things we are going to be testing as part of that
expansion demonstration is PHA flexibility, and I think that one of
the things we want to see is if that additional flexibility actually
leads C{co being able to serve more households that are currently not
served.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you.

And I know my time is running out. Just recently, I convened a
stakeholders group in Southern Nevada to address affordable hous-
ing needs. HUD was there along with USDA. Can I get your com-
mitment that you will continue to be a part of our working group
to figure out how we address the needs of affordable housing in the
State of Nevada?

Mr. APPLETON. Absolutely, Senator. I am fully committed to
working with you and your constituents on this very important
issue.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you very much.

My time has run out.

Congratulations to all three of you.

Mr. APPLETON. Thank you.

Chairman CraPO. Thank you, Senator.

And that concludes the questioning for today’s hearing. I again
thank all of the witnesses for being with us today and for your will-
ingness to serve our country.

For Senators who wish to submit questions for the record, those
questions are due next Tuesday, April 24th, and we then ask that
our nominees please responsd to those questions by the following
Tuesday, May 1st.

With that, this hearing is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 11:04 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.]

[Prepared statements, responses to written questions, and addi-
tional material supplied for the record follow:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF THELMA DRAKE
To BE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION

APRIL 17, 2018

Chairman Crapo, Ranking Member Brown, and distinguished Members of the
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to address you today and to answer your
questions.

I am honored to be nominated to the position of Administrator of the Federal
Transit Administration. I would like to thank President Trump and Secretary Chao
for their support and belief in me.

I view transit as a key component of a transportation network. I realize that
needs vary across our country and I look forward to engaging in the various discus-
sions with stakeholders as to how construct, maintain, and operate successful sys-
tems.

In Congress, I served on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
and while serving in the Virginia General Assembly, I was a member of the House
Transportation Committee. I have also served as a member of the Virginia Common-
wealth Transportation Board.

After leaving Congress, I served as Director of the Virginia Department of Rail
and Public Transportation (DRPT). While the Director of DRPT, I helped implement
new processes and performance metrics that enhanced accountability and
incentivized performance and efficiency for State transit systems. We also created
a new model for funding capital investments that placed an emphasis on investment
in rolling stock. My work included involvement with Virginia’s transit systems; the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and Virginia’s commuter rail sys-
tem, the Virginia Railway Express.

Secretary Chao and I share the same priorities for transportation. If confirmed,
my top priorities will be:

1. The safety of our transit systems and the traveling public

2. Infrastructure support and investment

3. Preparing for the future through innovation

Again, thank you for your time and consideration of my nomination. I would be

honored to work with each of you on your priorities and to be an advocate for transit
nationwide.
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| STATEMENT FOR COMPLETION BY PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES

Name: Drake, Thelma Day

Position to which nominated: Administrator, Federal Transit Administration

Date of nomination:

Date of birth: 20 November, 1949 Place of birth: Elyria, Ohio
Marital Status: ~ Married  Full name of spouse: Thomas E. (Ted) Drake
Name and ages ﬁt‘childm:

Lynn M. Sorey 50

Jonathan M, (Mark) Sawyers 41

Education: Dates Degrees Dates of
Institution attended received degrees

Elyria Catholic High School 1963-1967
Elyria High School 197 High School

0Old Dominion University 1971

Professional Training:
U.S. Department of Homeland Security “Security Clearance Program”
Virginia Executive Institute (Senior Management Course)
Graduate of the Real Estate Institute (GRI)
* Certified Residential Speciali (CRS)

Honors List below all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, military medals, honorary
and awards: society memberships and any other special recognitions for outstanding service or
achievement.
Lead Hampton Roads Regional Statesman Award 2012
Virginia Retail Federation 2009
Sons of the American Revolution Good Citizenship Medal 2008
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Spirit of Enterprise Award 2007
Small Business and Entrepreneurship Council Small Business Champion 2006
National Federation of Independent Businesses 2006
Virginia Property Rights Coalition John Marshall Award 2003

Business Community of Hampton Roads Outstanding Professional Woman 1997

1
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Hampton Roads Realtors Association Million Dollar Sales Club 1985-2004

City of Norfolk Police Department Neighborhood Watch Award 1984

Memberships: Llsthelwnllmmbmhpsmduﬂimheldmpmfmonal fraternal, business,

scholarly, civic, charitable and other organizations.

Organization Office held (if any) Dates
Virginia Commonwealth Transportation Board 2010-2013
Northem Virginia Transportation Commission 2010-2013
Northem Virginia Transportation Authority 2010-2013
Hampton Roads Transit 2010-2013
Potomac Rappahannock Transit Authority 2010-2013
Virginia Railway Express 2010-2013
Judeo Christian Outreach Center 2009-2012
The Healing Place 2015-2017
Residential Options Inc. 2001-2005
VFW Ladies Auxiliary 2006-present
American Legion Ladies &wulmry 2005-present
Lees Friends 1990-1996
Granby High School PTA President 1991-1994
Ocean View Kiwanis 1992-1996
Association for Research and Enlightenment 1990-present
NAS Little League 1983-1984
Women’s Council of Realtors 1985-1990
Northside Civic League Secretary 1981-1981
Northside Neighborhood Watch President 1981-1986

Employment record:  List below all positions held since college, including the fitle or description of job, name
of employment, location of work, and inclusive dates of employment,

L City of Norfolk ~Assistant Director of Public Works 09-2016 to present
810 Union Street Norfolk, VA 23510
I oversee the Transportation division

2 City of Norfolk — Strategic Transportation Planner  05-2015 to 09-2016
810 Union Street Norfolk, VA 23510
1 was responsible for all major transportation projects and briefing the Mayor and the
City Manager. This was a part time position,

3 Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association 09-2014 to 09-2016
Regional Director for Community and Member Outreach
4200 Innslake Dr. Glen Allen, VA 23060

I was responsible for outreach to the hospital members, the community and the
Legislators in the Hampton Roads region. This was a part time position.

2
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MeGuire Woods Consulting - Community Outreach ~ 02-2014 10 06:2014
800 E. Canal St. Richmond, VA 21219
T worked with the community to explain the Medicaid Expansion issue

Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 01-2010 to 01-2014
Director - Served under Virginia Governor Robert F. McDonnell

600 E. Main St. Richmond, VA 23219

Responsible for transit and passenger and freight rail programs including
funding/grant programs.

William E. Wood and Associates Real Estate 05-2009 to 12-2009
1208 E. Little Creek Rd. Norfolk, VA 23518

Real estate sales agent

Future Law — consultant 05-2009 to 12-2009
823 E. Main St. Richmond, VA 23219
Inever generated any business nor was I ever registered to lobby for anyone.

U.S. House of Representatives — Congresswoman VA 2 01-2005 to 01-2009
Washington, DC

ReMax Allegiance Realty 06-2000 to 09-2004
7423 Granby St. Norfolk, VA 23505
Real estate sales agent

Virginia House of Delegates — Delegate 87® district ~ 01-1996 to 11-2004
Capitol Square Richmond, VA 23219

Gifford Realty 06-1984 to 06-2000
1547 E. Little Creek Rd. Norfolk, VA 23518

Real estate sales agent

Sawyers Auction and Realty 06-1976 to 05-1984

7461 Tidewater Dr. Norfolk, VA 23505
‘This was a family owned business that did auctions, pawn shop and real estate

Exterior Decorators 01-1973 to 06-1976
3642 E. Ocean View Ave, Norfolk, VA 23518

This was a family owned business that did viny! siding/home improvements
Metropolitan Enterprises - home sales 06-1968 to 10-1972
Lafayette Blvd. Norfolk, VA 23509

Sales position and accounting work
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Government )
experience: List any experience in or direct association with Federal, State, or local govemments
including any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part time service or positions

FEDERAL:

Congresswoman VA 2™ District US House of Representative 2005-2009. I served on Transportation, Armed
Services, Natural Resources and Education and Workforce.

Represented the district with the largest number of active duty service men and women and their families
and all branches of the U.S military had at least one facility in the 2 district,

Worbdchsdy'MtheVngirﬁaDehgeﬁmmdeﬂeamNﬁpleeﬂommMMSBmRmﬁm
and Closure process as well as the Fiscal Year 2008 National Defense Authorization Act to close Oceana
Naval Air Station.

Worked with the U.S. Army and DOD to secure funding of the seawall at Ft. Monroe to protect this
historic base from possible stomn surge and damaging flooding. The efforts of my congressional office
reversed a prior decision and resulted in the historic site being preserved for future development for
alternate purposes.

Actively worked with then Secretary of Homeland Security, Michael Chertoff, to educate him about the
Virginia Port Authority (VPA) and to ensble the VPA to apply for USAI grants.

Was the leading member of Congress that worked to ensure language in the 2007 Water Resources and
Development Act (WRDA) that authorized the eastward expansion of Craney Island. The expansion,
once completed, will generate over 54,000 jobs at the Port of Virginia.

In my role for the City of Norfolk I meet regularly with the U.S, Navy representatives regarding
transportation issues and other issues in the Norfolk area.

As the Director of the Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) I negotiated the return of
Amtrak Passenger Rail service to Norfolk, VA. This is Norfolk’s first rail service since 1977 and
provided passengers with the ability to travel from Norfolk, by rail, to popular northern routes and
destinations. When I left DRPT Virginia passenger rail service was recognized as one of the best state
sponsored services in the nation,

During my tenure at DRPT Virginia was the 1* state to contract with Amrak to continue passenger rail
service under the new federal regulations — PRIIA.

Closely collaborated with Maryland, DC and Federal entities to solve and improve safety oversight of
fixed transportation systems with full positive support from the executive leadership in the 3 separate
juriadictions,

As Director of DRPT I was engaged after the WMATA / Ft. Totten accident during the National
Transportation Safety Board investigation.
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Commonwealth of Virginia:
Dﬁ'ectorDepamnentnngilandPublic Transportation (DRPT) - 2010-2014.

I served under Virginia Governor Robert F. McDonnell. Virginia separates the Transportation Department info
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for roads, bridges and DRPT is responsible for all transit, rail,
telework and transportation demand management.

Interacted between the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), the Metropolitan Washington Airport
Authority (MWWA) and the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA) to resolve operational
issues,

Served during the construction of phase 1 of the Dulles Metro rail extension and participated in finalizing the
funding arrangements for phase 2 into Loudoun County as Secretary Sean Connaughton’s representative.

Was successful in lobbying for the Virginia Govemor's appointment to the WMATA board and the creation of a
code of ethics! standards for the Virginia board members and MD and DC joined in that effort,

As the Director, I served on the Commonwealth Transportation Board, Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission, Northern Virginia Transportation Authority, Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation
Commission, and the Hampton Roads Transit board.

Delegate - Virginia House of Delegates 1996-2004
I served on Transportation, General Laws, Finance and Labor and Industry. I chaired the Virginia Housing
Study Commission and served on the Chesapeake Bay Commission.

During my 9 years in the Virginia House of Delegates I worked closely with all departments of state
government. Those relationships continue today.

LOCAL:
Assistant Director of Public Works — Transportation for the City of Norfolk, VA.,

City transportation issues are under me. I am the city’s liaison with other cities in our region, the representative
to our regional transportation planning organization and with the Virginia Department of Transportation and the
Secretary of Transportation’s office. My duties include involvement with Hampton Roads Transit and [ am
fully engaged in a re-evaluation of service policy and regional funding. T have represented the City of Norfolk at
the General Assembly as a registered, Virginia lobbyist.

While serving on the board of the non-profit Judeo Christian Outreach Center I facilitated the long-stalled
construction of a veteran’s transitional housing project with the City of Virginia Beach.
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As a member of the U.S, Congress I represented local govemnments from the Virginia/Maryland border on
Virginia’s Easter Shore, the city of Virginia Beach, part of Norfolk and part of the City of Hampton, [ have a
long history of working with our Virginia localities,

Published
Writings: List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published materials
you have written,
None
Political
Affiliations

and activities:  List memberships and offices held in and services rendered to all political parties or
election committees during the last 10 years.

Member US House of Representatives 2% District VA 20052009
Member Virginia House of Delegates 7% District 1996-2004
Republican Party of Virginia - member

Republican Party of Norfolk, VA - member

Tusk and Trunk (2% District VA Republican organization) vice chairman 2009-2010

Contributions:  Itemize all political contributions of $500 or more to any individual, campeign
organization, political party, political action committee or similar entity during the last
eight years and identify specific amounts, dates, and names of recipients.

SEE ATTACHED SHEETS

Qualifications: State fully your qualifications to serve in the position to which you have been named.
(attach sheet)

Future employment
relationships: 1. Indicate whether you will sever all connections with your present employer, business

firm, association or organization if you are confirmed by the Senate,

Yes- I will sever relationships with my curreat employer - the City of Norfolk, VA

2. As far as can be foreseen, state whether you have any plans after completing
government service to resume employment, affiliation or practice with your previous
employer, business firm, association or organization.

It is my current intention to seek employment after I complete all duties at FTA.

3. Has anybody made you a commitment to a job after you leave government?

No
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4. Do you expect to serve the full term for which you have been appointed?

Yes.

Potential conflicts
of interest; l.Dmn‘beanyﬁmneialmgmwdafemdcammﬁmwmormhﬁ
continuing dealings with business associates, clients or customers who will be
affected by policies which you will influence in the position to which you have been
nominated.

No direct benefits will be expected or provided and I will fully comply with all rules
and regulations required of an administrator of the FTA. Of course, all transportation
decisions potentially affect a wide range of stakeholders. Yet, there are no current
and known dealings with business associates, clients or customers who will be
affected by policies which will be influenced by the FTA.

2.Unmyhmmobﬁgaﬁmu,lhbiﬁﬁes,mmhwmmimxhipswhkhnﬁmhm
potential conflicts of interest with the position to which you have been nominated,

T do not have actual knowledge of any current investments, obligations, liabilities, or
other relationships which might involve potential conflicts of interest with the
position of Administrator of the FTA..,

3. Describe any business relationship, dealing or financial transaction (other than tax
paying) which you have had during the last 10 years with the Federal Government,
whether for yourself, on behalf of a clieat, or acting as an agent, that might in any
way constitute or result in 2 possible conflict of interest with the position to which
you have been nominated,

I'have no actual knowledge of any business relationship, dealing or financial
transaction (other than tax paying) which I have had during the last 10 years with the
Federal Government, whether for myself, or for another person that I have legal
authority to represent in a business relationship that would result in a conflict of
interest under the current construction of the relevant rules that govem conflicts of
interest, )

4. List any lobbying activity during the past ten years in which you have engaged in for the
purpose of directly or indirectly influencing the passage, defeat or modification of
any legislation at the national level of government or affecting the administration and
execution of national law or public policy.

[ 'was a registered Federal Lobbyist for the Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association
(VHHA) in 2014, 2015 and 2016.
In 2014 I was a consultant to McGuire Woods to work with the Hampton Roads
community regarding the Medicaid expansion issue, )

7
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In 2015 I was employed directly by VHHA and arranged meetings and attended
meetings with VHHA and the Virginia delegation.

In 2016 I was registered to represent VHHA did not perform any services at the
federal level.

I was a registered Virginia lobbyist for VHHA in 2015 and 2016. My role was to
interact with hospital members, the community in Hampton Roads and the Hampton
Roads delegation regarding all hospital related issues.

I am a registered Virginia lobbyist for the City of Norfolk for the 2018 session and

was registered for the 2016 and 2017 General Assembly session. My role was all
transporiation related items and allcity related issues.

5, Explain how you will resolve any conflict of interest that may be disclosed by your
responses fo the items above.

The responses do not identify any known conflict of interests of which I am aware of
at the time of responding.

Civil, criminal and

. L

actions: 1. Give the full details of any civil or criminal proceeding in which you were a defendant
or any inguiry or investigation by a Federal, State, or local agency in which you were
the subject of the inquiry or investigation.
None

2. Give the full details of any proceeding, inquiry or investigation by any professional
association including any bar association in which you were the subject of the
proceeding, inquiry or investigation.

None
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CONTRIBUTION REPORT 2010-2017

Thelma Drake and Associates

Frank Wagner for Senate
o 825033172015
o $250- 5260015
o $200- 10272014

David Yancey for Delegate
o $500-9/6/2014

John Cosgrove for Senate
o $250-5/29/2014

Glenn Davis for Delegate
» $250-6/16/2014

Rick Morris for Delegate
o $250-8/5/2014

Chris Stolle for Delegate
o §250-8/9/2014

Tusk & Trunk
o §250-7M10/2016

Kenneth Alexander for Senate
o $200-5/25/2016

Barry Knight for Delegate
o $200-10/672014

Thelma D, Drake

Tusk & Trunk
$1,000 - 1/12/2013
$500-3/5/2012
$250-1/5/2011
§250 -4/1412011
$250- 711212011
$250-7/19/2012
$250- 1013112012
$250 - 3723/2010
$250 - 5122/2017
$250- 5/10/2010

* 8 & & 8 & 5 s &

Opportunity Virginia PAC
o $1,000-6/1772010
Restoration Fund
o $500-9/20/2016
* $200-509/2014

VA Hospital & Healthcare Association
o §250-6/3012015
o $250-6/1012016

Ron Villanueva for Delegate
*  $200-8/30/2015
o $100-10/1272011

Kathy Byron for Delegate
o §250-8/2012013
Richard Ottinger for Senate
o $250-12222013

David Yancey for Delegate
o $250-8/12/2015

Rob Bloxom for Delegate
o $200- 1011772014

Bill DeSteph for Senate
e $200-10/26/2015

Jason Miyares for Delegate
o $200-9/972015

Vihstadt for Arlington County Board
o $200-3/14/14

Republican Party of Norfolk
o $100-10/29/2010

Frank Wagner for Senate
« $100-10/1672015



34

Thelma Drake - Qualifications to Serve as FTA Administrator

Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT)

|led a team at DRPT that implemented performance metrics in Virginia, The implemented metrics
represented a significant departure from prior methodologies used in Virginia. The performance
metrics addressed concerns raised by the Virginia legislative bodies and provided a level of
confidence that helped DRPT secure additional transit funding in the 2013 legislative session. The
methodology rewarded transit companles that performed more efficiently and with more
accountability. It eliminated “one size fits all” funding formulas in Virginia.

. | reorganized DRPT. The reorganization created a chief operating officer position that was
responsible for both rail and public transit issues in Virginia. The prior structure created
duplication, administrative burdens and a failure of the Rail and Transit staff to work together.
. The restructured DRPT allowed DRPT planners to work on both rail and transit projects and more
effectively use the available DRPT engineers to oversee capital projects. The limited DRPT
resources were used in a broader range of transportation projects.

. | was actively involved in Virginia's collaboration with Maryland, DC and federal agencies to
improve safety oversight for the Metro Rail system. The collaboration had the full support from
the executive leadership in the relevant jurisdictions. The Ft. Totten accident was the trigger
event for this effort.

. | was the Governor's appointed representative on the Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission (NVTC) and the Potomac Rappahannock Transportation Commission (PRTC), the
owners of Virginia Railway Express. The Virginia Railway Express is an FTA and Virginia funded
commuter rail operation.

. | was engaged in the oversight of safety issues involving the WMATA Metro Rail and the HRT
Norfolk light rail system, known as the Tide, to insure compliance with federal law, 43 CFR Part
659.

. | was heavily engaged with the VDOT, WMATA and MWAA to resolve funding, construction, and
operational issues related to the expansion of the Metro Rail system Silver Line to Dulles

. Iworked on the funding mechanism for the Metro Rail system Silver Line phase 2 construction to
Loudon County and was the Virginia Transportation Secretary’s representative to the various
agencies to create solutions to any obstacles that hindered the construction.

. | worked to obtain the legislative approval for the Virginia Governor’s appointment to the
WMATA board and the establishment of new governing policies and an ethics code for WMATA
board members.

. Led efforts to acquire funding and establish the policies necessary for intercity passenger rall
operations, resulting in the first - ever Virginia dedicated funding for passenger rail in Virginia.
Additionally, | worked with AMTRAK to continue passenger rail service under the new federal
regulations (PRIIA Section 208). Virginia was the first state to negotiate a successful contract
under the new regulations.

10. | worked with Norfolk Southern, CSX and other stakeholders to return passenger rall service to

Norfolk after a 35- year gap in service. The effort required the creation of a connection from
Norfolk to Petersburg on Norfolk Southern assets and on CSX rails from Petersburg through

1
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Richmond, Washington DC, New York City and with a potential termination in Boston, The service
was operating profitably within the first year.

U.S. Congress and Virginia House of Delegates

| served on the Transportation Committees in both the Virginia House of Delegates and the U.S.
Congress. | have a working knowledge of the relevant rules, regulations and funding issues at both the
state and federal levels. | have developed relationships with individuals that are critical links to successful
transportation policies and operatons.

In both legislative bodies, | developed a reputation for studying issues carefully, for building a consensus
around difficult issues and exercising sound judgment. | worked very hard to develop relationships with
the professionals in the transportation space. These relationships will be an important ally at the FTA. |
pursued policies that held transit authorities to standards of accountability and created greater
efficiencies. | am notafraid of change and have proven to be thoughtful about the process. The structure
that | helped implement in Virginia is more or less still in place. To the extent an agency can achieve its
goals while becoming more efficlent and better utilizing its staff, then | will pursue the necessary
changes. | belleve in a strong and vigorous transportation network. Yet, the staff and funding must reflect
accountability to the legislative bodies and the electorate.

I have worked as a real estate professional for many years. My real estate experience has sharpened my
negotiation skills, helped me develop goal focused project management, forced me to address
unexpected circumstances and work with a wide range of state and federal laws,

| have years of public speaking experlence. | have leared to address matters rationally and not
emotionally.

| have experience and success in administering complex projects and negotiating agreements with a wide
range of stakeholders. | have experience in Interacting with the military, private sector leaders, the
media, policy makers and others that are critical to a cohesive transportation policy.

1am a trusted partner. | am adept at developing communication strategies. | have planned and executed
events of all sizes. | can meet aggressive business goals and objectives. | can motivate and lead teams. |
can recognize and fully deploy the talent in a team. | understand the balance of being discrete and the
public’s right to know. | am conversant with the freedom of information rules and requirements.

In summary, | am an individual that has successfully worked in a variety of circumstances to achieve
meaningful goals and achieve reasonable change. | can work with a variety of stakeholders to forge
consensus. | understand the complex rules and relationships that are part of the FTA. | am a leader. | am
experienced. | will be a champion of policy and goals that will strengthen the US transportation policy
and objectives.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JEFFREY NADANER
To BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR EXPORT ENFORCEMENT

APRIL 17, 2018

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Senator Brown, Senators of the Committee,
With reverence for our Nation’s Constitution, I come before the Members of this
Senate Committee to be considered for Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export
Enforcement. I express my appreciation for the confidence shown by the Secretary
of Commerce, Wilbur L. Ross, Jr., and the nomination by the President of the
United States, Donald J. Trump.

As a child of World War II refugees, I was brought up with a profound gratitude
for our Nation’s incomparable freedoms, exceptional opportunities for economic bet-
terment and dignity, and the women and men who—day-in and day-out, with little
note but much dedication and sacrifice—ensure our safety and uphold our laws.

The Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export Enforcement and Bureau of In-
dustry and Security as a whole work to ensure that our adversaries do not have
access to sensitive technologies and weapons of mass destruction. Effective har-
nessing of the Commerce Department’s capabilities is indispensable to preventing
the diversion of dual-purpose U.S. technologies to enemies who may threaten our
military, our homeland, and our citizenry. Enforcement of the law is a sine-qua-non
for protecting our Nation’s security, and the U.S. defense industrial base and its in-
tricate supply chains, which are its foundation. Robust enforcement is central to en-
suring Congressionally mandated sanctions and anti-boycott laws have effect.

If confirmed, I will bring to bear more than two decades of experience in national
security, industry, and Federal law—from the vantage points of both the public and
private sectors. My current duties with the Marine Corps center on U.S.-foreign
technology competitions, cyber and informational threats, and military and security
operations.

Earlier at the Lockheed Martin Co. and several small businesses, I concentrated
on aerospace and defense technology; mergers, acquisitions, and joint ventures; and
U.S. procurements and foreign exports. I have managed hardware and software re-
search and development (R&D) portfolios. I have partnered with scientists and engi-
neers in a range of advanced technical domains. I have worked on protecting and
improving crucial supply chains, global and domestic. Integral to all of my under-
takings involving foreign sales and entities was operating under Commerce and
State Department led export control systems, and anti-boycott and anti-corruption
laws.

Before that, while Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Stability Operations
and Partnership Strategy, I oversaw exports of U.S. military equipment and services
to countries across the globe. These transfers involved extensive compliance with
the U.S. export control systems to safeguard sensitive technologies, and protect U.S.
national interests and values. In this regard, I had the honor of working with both
sides of the aisle in the Senate and House of Representatives to produce bipartisan
national security legislation.

Teaming with the members of the career civil service, I developed short- and long-
term national security policies, joined efforts with the intelligence community and
a range of Federal departments and agencies, and advanced interagency decision
making. I developed rich experience negotiating with foreign countries on behalf of
the United States with respect to technology uses, transfers, and partnerships.

Among my highest privileges has been to serve as a U.S. Department of Justice
trial attorney. I have represented an array of Federal departments and agencies in
litigation arising out of their law enforcement, regulatory, and administrative activi-
ties. I understand the conditions and frameworks under which our officers and
agents act. I have seen crimes’ effects. I have conducted investigations and enforced
subpoenas. I have worked with U.S. Attorney offices. I have filed suits, negotiated
advantageous settlements, and brought cases to favorable judgment for the United
States.

If confirmed by the Senate, I will steadfastly enforce U.S. export controls, sanc-
tions, embargos, and anti-boycott laws, while strenuously advancing policies that
safeguard American jobs, technologies, and industries that form our indispensable
national industrial base. Mr. Chairman, Senator Brown, and Senators of the Com-
mittee, I will be honored to answer any questions you may have and please accept
my appreciation for your consideration of this nomination.
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| STATEMENT FOR COMPLETION BY PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES

Name: Nadaner Jeffrey
(Last) (First)

(Jeb)
(Other)

Position to which nominated: ~ Assistant Secretary of Commerce (Export Enforcement)

Date of nomination:
Date of birth: 4 April 1964 Place of birth: New York, NY
(Day)  (Moath)  (Year)
Marital Status: Married Full name of spouse: Deborah Berkow Nadaner
Name and ages of children:
Abigail Nadaner 18
Isaac Nadaner 16
Lena Nadaner 12
Education: Dates Degrees Dates of
Institution attended received degrees
Yale University 1995-2002 Ph.D. May 2002
University of Pennsylvania School of Law 1986-1989 J.D. May 1989
Duke University 1982-1986 BA. May 1986
Honors List below all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, military medals, honorary
and awards: society memberships and any other special recognitions for outstanding service or
achievement.

+ United States Department of Defense Distinguished Public Service Medal, 2008

o 352* Civil Affairs Outstanding Contribution Award, 2004

* United States Department of State Meritorious Honor Award, 2002
+ Coca Cola Corporation World Fund Fellow, 1997
* H. Smith Richardson Foundation Fellowship, 1996
* Andrew W, Mellon Foundation Fellowship, 1996

+ John M. Olin Foundation Fellowship, 1995
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civic, charitable and other organizations.

List below all memberships and offices held in professional, fraternal, business, scholarly,

Organization Office held (if any) Dates
District of Columbia Bar Association 1989-present
Pennsylvania Bar Association 1989-present
Jewish Institute for National Security of America  Senior Fellow  2016-present
Bipartisan Policy Center Study Leader 2013
Institute of Electrical & Electronics Engineers 2013-2017 (approx)
American Institute of Aeronautics & Astromautics #
Institute of Navigation “
Turnaround Management Association 2009-2017 (approx)
Armed Forces Communications & Electronics Association 2016-2017 (approx)
Association of Old Crows “
Association of the US Army “
Air Force Association “
Navy League 2000-present
Marine Corps Association 2017-present

Employment record:  List below all positions held since college, including the title or description of job, name

of employment, location of work, and inclusive dates of employment.

« Director, Brute Krulak Center for Innovation & Creativity, Marine Corps University,

USMC: Quantico VA, 2016-present

+ Donald Bren Chair in Creative Problem-Solving, US Marine Corps Foundation: Quantico,

VA, 2016-present

»  Senior Fellow, Jewish Institute for National Security of America (JINSA): Washington, DC

2015-present

« Consultant, Gerson Lehrman Group, Inc: New York, NY 2014-present

+ Member, BlueQuartz Technologies LLC: Potomac, MD, 2015-2017

* Member, Whiteoak Global Capital LLC: Potomac, MD, 2014-2017

+ Member, COO, Insignia Consulting Group LLC: Alexandria, VA, 2016-2017
+ COO, Burdeshaw Associates LLC: Alexandria, VA, 2016-2017

+ COO, ErgonometriX LLC (1099 basis): Rockville, MD, 2016
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¢ Vice President, Engineering & Technology, and Director of Business Development &
Strategy, Lockheed Martin Co.: Bethesda, MD, 2008-2014 (last year consulting)

+ Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Partnership Strategy and Stability Operations):
The Pentagon, 2004-2008

¢ Member, United States Department of State Policy Planning Staff, Senior Speechwriter to
Secretary of State Colin Powell, and Senior Advisor on International Organizations:
Washington, DC, 2002-2004

+ Partner, Straight Trading Company: New York, NY 1995-2002

¢ Attorney, United States Department of Justice: Washington, DC, 1991-1995

+ Associate, Ginsburg, Feldman, and Bress: Washington, DC 1989-1991

Government
experience: List any experience in or direct association with Federal, State, or local governments,
including any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part time service or positions.

» Director, Brute Krulak Center for Innovation & Creativity, Marine Corps University, USMC:
Quantico VA, 2016-present

+ Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Partnership Strategy and Stability Operations): The
Pentagon, 2004-2008

* Member, United States Department of State Policy Planning Staff, Senior Speechwriter to
Secretary of State Colin Powell, and Senior Advisor on International Organizations:
Washington, DC, 2002-2004

o Attorney, United States Department of Justice: Washington, DC, 1991-1995

Published
Writings: List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published materials
you have written.

¢ “Embracing the Breckinridge Call,” Breckinridge Papers, Marine Corps University Press,
2018 forthcoming

o "'Difficult' Is Too Mild a Word for Middle East Negotiations," The Hartford Courant, Nov. 7,
1999
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Political
Affiliations
and activities:  List memberships and offices held in and services rendered to all political parties or
election committees during the last 10 years.
¢ Romney Readiness Project, Volunteer, 2012

+ George W. Bush Presidential Campaign, Volunteer, 1999-2000

Political
Contributions:  Itemize all political contributions of $500 or more to any individual, campaign
organization, political party, political action committee or similar entity during the last
eight years and identify specific amounts, dates, and names of recipients.

+ Tim Scott for Senate, $500.00, March 31, 2014

Qualifications: State fully your qualifications to serve in the position to which you have been named.
(attach sheet)

+  Please see Attachment #1—Statement of Qualifications Jeffrey (Jeb) Nadaner
Future employment
relationships: 1. Indicate whether you will sever all connections with your present employer, business
firm, association or organization if you are confirmed by the Senate.
+ Yes
2. As far as can be foreseen, state whether you have any plans after completing
government service to resume employment, affiliation or practice with your previous

employer, business firm, association or organization.

+ No.

3. Has anybody made you a commitment to a job after you leave government?
* No.

4. Do you expect to serve the full term for which you have been appointed?

o Yes
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Potential conflicts )
of interest: 1. Describe any financial arrangements or deferred compensation agreements or other
continuing dealings with business associates, clients or customers who will be
affected by policies which you will influence in the position to which you have been
nominated.

o As set forth in my ethics agreement, a copy of which has been provided to
the Committee, I sold my interest in the Insignia Consulting Group LLC to
that company in exchange for a promissory note to be paid through April
2025, To my knowledge, Insignia has not in the past been involved in or
affected by policies of the Bureau of Industry and Security, but I am
reporting this agreement in an excess of caution.

2. List any investments, obligations, liabilities, or other relationships which might involve
potential conflicts of interest with the position to which you have been nominated.

+ In connection with the nomination process, I consulted with ethics officials at
the Department of Commerce and the Office of Government Ethics to
identify any potential conflict of interest. Any potential conflict of interest
has been identified in my ethics agreement, a copy of which has been
provided to the Committee. Iam not aware of any potential conflict of
interest other than those described in my ethics agreement,

3. Describe any business relationship, dealing or financial transaction (other than tax
paying) which you have had during the last 10 years with the Federal Government,
whether for yourself, on behalf of a client, or acting as an agent, that might in any
way constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest with the position to which
you have been nominated.

»  While working for the Lockheed Martin Co., 2008-2014, I worked with
Federal employees, officials, and officers with respect to the sale or use of
Lockheed Martin products and services. In connection with the nomination
process, I have consulted with ethics officials at the Department of
Commerce and the Office of Government Ethics to identify any potential
conflict of interest. Any potential conflict of interest has been identified in
my ethics agreement, a copy of which has been provided to the Committee. I
am not aware of any potential conflict of interest other than those described
in my ethics agreement.

4. List any lobbying activity during the past ten years in which you have engaged in for
the purpose of directly or indirectly influencing the passage, defeat or modification
of any legislation at the national level of government or affecting the administration
and execution of national law or public policy.

+ None.
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5. Explain how you will resolve any conflict of interest that may be disclosed by your
responses fo the items above,

+  Any potential conflict of interest will be resolved in accordance with the
terms of my ethics agreement, a copy of which has been provided to the

Committee,
Civil, criminal and
investigatory
actions: 1. Give the full details of any civil or criminal proceeding in which you were a defendant
or any inquiry or investigation by a Federal, State, or local agency in which you were
the subject of the inquiry or investigation.
+ None.

2. Give the full details of any proceeding, inquiry or investigation by any professional
association including any bar association in which you were the subject of the
proceeding, inquiry or investigation.

+ None.
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Attachment #]

February 20, 2018

(240) 4264143
jeb.nadaner@gmail.com

Statement of Qualifications: Jefirey (Jeb) Nadaner

For more than two decades, I have focused on US national security, industrial technology, and
federal legal compliance. Currently, I direct the USMC Brute Krulzk Center of Innovation & Creativity
and hold the Marine Corps University Foundation's Donald Bren Chair of Creative Problem-Solving. My
work for the Marine Corps centers on US-foreign technology competitions, future military operations,
and cyber and informational security threats.

Earlier at the Lockheed Martin Co. and several small businesses, my primary concentration was
on high technology aerospace and defense research and development; mergers, acquisitions, and joint
ventures; and US procurements and foreign exports. As Vice President of Engineering & Technology at
Lockheed Martin, [ worked on R&D investments in a range of technical domains, hardware and software
improvements, and protecting and improving domestic and global supply chains. As Director of Business
Development and Strategy, I advanced foreign and domestic sales of sophisticated American products and
services. In these private sector roles, I worked with scientists and engineers on an array of complex
technologies critical to US security. Integral to projects involving foreign sales or foreign entities was
operating under the Department of Commerce, Defense, and State export control systems, and the anti-
boyeott, and anti-cormuption laws.

While Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Stability Operations and Partnership Strategy, I
oversaw the export of military equipment and security services to US partner nations and allies across the
globe for counter-prolifiration, law enforcement, and counter-terrorism. Each transfer involved
compliance with the US export control system to protect sensitive US technologies and interests. I
developed national security policies and legislative proposals, administered security programs, worked
with the intelligence community, and contributed to interagency decision-making. Inegotiated on behalf
of the United States with foreign countries with respect to technology system uses, transfers, and
partnerships. 1 efficiently managed appropriated resources and effectively led members of the career
service. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates awarded me the Medal for Distinguished Public Service.

At the US Department of State, I served as a member of the Policy Planning Staff, senior
speechwriter to Secretary of State Colin Powell, and senior advisor on intemational organizations. I
received the State Department Meritorious Honor Award,

As 2 US Department of Justice attorney, I represented a series of federal departments and
agencies in litigation arising out of their regulatory, administrative, and enforcement actions and
activities. My experience included conducting investigations, enforcing subpoenas, filing suit, partnering
with law enforcement, negotiating favorable settlements, and bringing cases to judgment for the United
States.

1 eamed my J.D. at the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, Ph.D. at Yale University, and
B.A. at Duke University.
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Mr. David Maggi
Designated Agency Ethics Official
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Maggi:

The purpose of this leiter is to describe the steps that I will take to avoid any actual or
apparent conflict of interest in the event that | am confirmed for the position of Assistant
Secretary for Export Enforcement for Industry and Security,

As required by 18 U.S.C. § 208(a), I will not participate personally and substantially in
anypmkulummmhwhichlkmmhat]hmafmmiﬂinmdhecﬂymﬂpmdimbly
aﬂoctodbyl]lemattef.orinwlﬁchlknnwlhalapusnnwboseiuteremmimputedwmhasa
ﬁnmcialmurestdiremlyandpredicmblyaffeaedbythematter,unksslﬁrstobta.inawﬁtlen
waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to 18
U.S.C. § 208(b)(2). T understand that the interests of the following persons are imputed to me:
myspouseorminorchildofmine;anypnmlpmmerofapumshipinwhichlamﬁmﬁed
orgemﬂpammmymganimﬁoninwhichlsemasomw,dhm,me,mmlmer
memployae:andanypmonmmgminﬁonwilhwhich]mnegoﬁnﬁnsmhavean
arrangement concerning prospective employment.

Uponconfmaﬁmlwillmsign&ommyposiﬁonndﬂ:ﬂwfonowingenﬁﬁes:m
Marine Corps University, The Marine Corps University Foundation and The Jewish Institute-
National Security (JINSA). I also will resign my position from Gerson Lehrman Group Inc., an
entity through which I provided consulting services. For a period of one year after my
mignaﬁm&ommhofmwﬁﬁ,lwmmWﬁdpmmwlymdwmnﬁdlmey
pmﬁmﬂarmauermvulﬁngspeciﬁcpm'ﬁuinwhichlhnwtwmﬁtyisapmyoneprma
party, unless | am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 CFR. §2635.502(d). I also will
Mpmﬁdpmpawmﬂyandmbsmﬁaﬂymwwﬁuﬂummmlvingspeciﬁcwﬁwin
whichlknowaformercﬁmtofmineisapmyompmemsapmyforamdodofoneym
aﬂallaﬁmﬁdadﬂeemhﬂnﬂmgmlmlmﬁmmhoﬁmﬂmpuﬁdmmms
C.F.R. §2635.502(d). '

lresigmdﬁommyposiﬁon“&ﬂle'duhawAssocimLLCianhzol?. Fora
paiodofmywaﬂﬂmymﬁgmﬁmﬁumbdeshawAmiamludﬂnMpuﬁdpam
personally and substantilly in any partcular matter involving specific partiesin which [ know
Mmﬁwisammmawty.mlemlmﬂmnmmedmpaﬁdmmmms
CFR. § 2635.502(d).

ImigncdﬁummyposiﬁonwiﬂilnsigﬁaCm!ﬁngGmupLLC{Insigﬁa]ianh
2017 On November 3, 2017, I entered into an agreement with Insignia pursuant to which
Insigniaasmedmmhasemymminmewmpmy[whiehindudedmyaquityiuﬂt
mmpmyuﬁalmwmewmwny}hmfmammrymnmmﬁﬂhepdﬂw
April 2025, If there is a default under the promissory note, I will not accept or receive any
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equity in Insignia in lieu of repayment of amounts owed to me by the company. Until [ have .
received all amounts owed to me by Insignia, [ will not paﬂicipu:epersomﬂyandsuhsm_uisllym
any particular matter that to my knowledge hasa direct and predictable effect on the ability or
willingness of Insignia to make full payment to me, unless [ first obtain a written waiver,
pursuant to 18 US.C. § 208(b)1). Moreover, until I have received full payment from Insignia, |
will not participate personally and substantially inany particular matter involving specific parties
in which | know Insignia is & party or represents a party, unless | am first authorized to
participate. pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).

In June 2017, 1 filed certificates of cancellation for BlueQuartz Technologies LLC,
BlueQuartz Technologies NA LLC, BlueQuartz Aerospace LLC, BlueQuartz Aerospace &
Defense LLC and Whiteoak Global Capital, which were accepted. Prior to the cancellation of
BlueQuartz Technologies LLC, I provided consulting services through that entity. I will not
participate personally and substantially in any particular matter involving specific parties in
which I know a former client of mine is a party or represents a party for a period of one year
affer | last provided service to that client, unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5
CF.R. §2635.502(d).

I have an ownership interest in Rudolf Friedmann Inc., Alexander Nadaner Imports
Corporation and Straight Trading Co., small family-owned businesses. I do not hold a position
with any of these entities. I will continue to have a financial interest in each of these entities, but
1 will not provide services material to the production of income. Instead, I will receive only
passive investment income from each of these. I will not participate personally and substantially
in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial
interests of any of these entities, unless I first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 U.S.C.

§ 208(b)(1).

I have a receivable payment owed to me by Forcepoint, a subsidiary of Raytheon. I will
not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my knowledge has a
direct and predictable effect on the ability or willingness of Raytheon or any of its subsidiaries to
pay amounts owed to me, unless | first obtain a written waiver, pursuant to 18 US.C.
§208(b)(1).

My spouse is employed as a Project Finance Controller for ICF International, Inc., a
position for which she receives a fixed annual salary. For as long as my spouse is employed by
ICF International, Inc. I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter
involving specific parties in which [ know ICF International, Inc. is a perty or represents a party,
unless I am first authorized to participate, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d).

If I have a managed account or otherwise use the services of an investment professional
during my appointment, | will ensure that the account manager or investment professional
obtains my prior approval on a case-by-case basis for the purchase of any assets other than cash,
cash equivalents, investment funds that qualify for the exemption at 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(a),
obligations of the United States, or municipel bonds.
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If I rely on a de minimis exemption under 5 C.F.R. § 2640.201(b) with regard to any of
my financial interests in sector mutual funds, | will monitor the value of those interests. Ifthe
aggregate value of my interests in sector mutual funds that concentrate in any one sector exceeds
$50,000, I will not participate personally and substantially in any particular matter that to my
knowledge has a direct and predictable effect on the financial interests of any holdings of the
funds that are in the specific sector in which the funds concentrate, unless I first obtain a written
waiver pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(1), or qualify for a regulatory exemption, pursuant to
18 U.S.C. § 208(b)(2).

1 will meet in person with you during the first week of my service in the position of
Assistant Secretary for Export Enforcement for Lndustry and Security in order to complete the
initial ethics briefing required under 5 C.F.R. § 2638.305. Within 90 days of my confirmation, I
will document my compliance with this ethics agreement by notifying you in writing when I
have completed the steps described in this ethics agreement.

I understand that as an appointee I will be required to sign the Ethics Pledge (Exec. Order
No. 13770) and that I will be bound by the requirements and restrictions therein in addition to the
commitments I have made in this ethics agreement.

I have been advised that this ethics agreement will be posted publicly, consistent with 5

US.C. § 552, on the website of the U.S. Office of Government Ethics with ethics agreements of
other Presidential nominees who file public financial disclosure reports,

Sincerely,

Wttt

Jeffrey M. Nadaner.
Date: AP
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SETH APPLETON

To BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR POLICY
DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH

APRIL 17, 2018

Chairman Crapo, Ranking Member Brown, distinguished Members of this Com-
mittee, thank you for convening this hearing. It is an honor to appear before you
as the nominee to be Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban Development for
Policy Development and Research. As a former staffer in the House of Representa-
tives, I have sat along the wall behind the dais, but never at the witness table. To
be sure, it is a humbling experience, as I have a great deal of respect for this insti-
tution and the important role it plays in confirming nominees for service in the ex-
ecutive branch.

Before I begin my testimony, I would like to recognize my family. My wife,
Brooke, is here today. In typical Capitol Hill fashion, we met first as colleagues in
the House. My mother, Susan, and my father, Bob, are both here today from St.
Louis. My mom has been a law professor for the last 43 years and taught me the
value of research from a very young age. My brother, Jesse, and his wife, Ali, are
here from St. Louis, too. Along with them is my nephew Bennett, who will soon be
celebrating his first birthday. Hopefully, he will enjoy his first congressional hear-
ing. On Brooke’s side of the family are my in-laws, Barb and Tim Shupe from
Stanberry, Missouri. Last, but certainly not least, is my grandmother Winifred
Frelich, who, hopefully, is watching the broadcast at home in St. Louis. She just
celebrated her 93rd birthday on Friday and reminded me that she was the one who
brought me to Washington, and indeed the Senate, for the very first time during
a spring break nearly 30 years ago. In addition to my family, I would also like to
thank Senators Blunt and McCaskill, as well as the entire Missouri congressional
delegation, Republicans and Democrats alike, for supporting my nomination.

HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research (PD&R) plays a critical role for
the entire Department, coordinating recommendations on policy matters, overseeing
research projects and demonstrations, disseminating economic information, and
managing international programs and philanthropic initiatives. It is on the cutting
edge of identifying new trends and finding innovative solutions to the housing and
community development challenges of the day. As such, the Assistant Secretary
must be familiar with the public policy development process, understand the impor-
tance of sound research in formulating evidence-based solutions, and provide effec-
tive leadership, management, and budget oversight to the PD&R team. If confirmed,
I am committed to serving as a partner to this Committee and the Congress, which
has long been involved in shaping PD&R’s research and policy work.

I believe I am well-suited to serve in this position based on my public policy and
management experience. Following my graduation from Stanford, I worked in the
U.S. House for 13 years, first as a legislative staffer, then as a Chief of Staff. As
a legislative staffer, my portfolio included housing policy, and I later had the oppor-
tunity to really focus on this topic, as it was a priority for Congressman Luetke-
meyer in his role as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance. An
example of the policies we worked on is H.R. 3700, the Housing Opportunity
Through Modernization Act (HOTMA), which passed both the House and Senate
unanimously and was signed into law by President Obama in 2016.

In addition to focusing on policy matters, I gained valuable management experi-
ence in the course of building, organizing, and leading a team of staffers in Missouri
and Washington. I worked to ensure our entire team was involved in a collaborative
process to craft sound initiatives. This included everything from generating ideas,
to reviewing research, to developing partnerships and building coalitions. All of this
was done with one underlying objective in mind: to improve the lives of the people
we served.

In July 2017, I left my position in the House to join HUD as General Deputy As-
sistant Secretary and Acting Assistant Secretary in the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Relations. Besides affording me the opportunity to work with
many of the Senators and staff in this room, this role has also allowed me to inter-
act with all of the Department’s program and support offices, across silos, including
PD&R. Prior to being nominated, I worked with PD&R’s staff on a variety of issues
including grants, university partnerships, technical assistance, and disaster re-
sponse.

PD&R has an outstanding team of dedicated civil servants. If confirmed, I very
much look forward to leading that team, advocating for its work, and ensuring that
its products meet Congress’ intent and are utilized for the betterment of those
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served by HUD. Our policy solutions should be evidenced-based, backed by sound
data, and tested by well-designed demonstrations and thorough research.

In closing, I believe my housing policy and management experience in the legisla-
tive and executive branches has prepared me well to serve as Assistant Secretary.
If confirmed, I look forward to working with this Committee to advance policies that
address the priorities and needs of the American people. I would be pleased to an-
swer your questions and honored to earn your support.
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| STATEMENT FOR COMPLETION BY PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES |

Name: Appleton Seth Daniel
(Last) (First) (Other)

Position to which nominated:  Assistant Secretary of HUD for Policy Development and Research
Date of nomination: February 5, 2018

Date of birth: 28 January 1982 Place of birth:  St. Louis, Missouri
. (D) (Mon) (Yea)
Marital Status: Married Full name of spouse: Brooke Shupe Appleton

Name and ages of children: N/A

Education: ' Dates Degrees Dates of
Institution attended received degrees

Stanford University ~ 09/00.- 06/04 B.A., History June 2004

Honors List below all scholarships, fellowships, honorary degrees, military medals, honorary
and awards: society memberships and any other special recognitions for outstanding service or
achievement.

Patrick Henry Award, National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS)
Sandra Day O"Connor Public Service Award, Stanford University

Memberships: List below all memberships and offices held in professional, fraternal, business, scholarly,
civic, charitable and other organizations.

Organization Office held (if any) Dates

Stanford Alumni Association NA 2004 - Present

Capitol Hill Club NA 2004 - Present

House Chiefs of Staff Association  N/A 2009 - 2017

Jesse D. Appleton Charitable Trust - Co-Trustee 2013 - Present

116 Club NiA 2016 - Present

Employment record:  List below all positions held since college, including the title or description of job, name
of employment, location of work, and inclusive dates of employment.

USS. Department of Housing and Urban Development (July 2017 - Preseat) Washington, DC

Acting Assistant Secretary and General Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Intergovemmental
Relations.

Tserve as a principal advisor to the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and Department leadership on

legislative matters, Congressional relations, and interactions with state, county, and municipal govemments.
“This includes providing analysis and advice on legislative mattes, serving as the Secretary's lsison to the
Congress and state and local govemment officials, advancing the Department's legislative agenda, coordinating
Congressional testimony, assisting HUD's nominess with Senate confirmation, responding to legislative,
policy, and oversight inquiries, and coordinating with the White House and other executive
Departments on interagency legislative matters. Until the Senate confirmation and swearing-in of the Assistant

1
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Secretary for Congressional and Intergovemmental Relations in January 2018, I served as Acting Assistant
Secretary.

U.S. Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer (Tanuary 2009 - July 2017) Washington, DC

From January 2009 to December 2010, I served as the Congressman's Legislative Director. Beginning in June
2009 and until July 2017, I served as Chief of Staff. Iserved as the Congressman’s top policy and
administrative aide and supported him in his capacity as Chairman of the Housing and Insurance
‘Subcommittee, Chairman of the Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit Sul ittee, Vice Chairman
of the Small Business Committee, and previous assignments to the House Agriculture Commitiee and House
Oversight and Govemment Reform Commitiee.

U.S. Congressman Sam Graves  (July 2004 - December 2008) Washington, DC

Over the course of my tenure, I served as Staff Assistant, Legislative Correspondent, and Legislative Assistant,
successively. My policy portfolio included the Congressman's assignment on the House Agriculture
Committee, housing, financial services, defense, and foreign affairs, among other issues.

Axiom Strategies (Feb 2008; April 2008 - November 2008)  Kansas City, MO
For part of 2008, I was on Jeave without pay (LWOP) status with the House of Representatives, serving
2 Policy Director on a number of Missouri political campaigns, including those of Sam Graves and Blaine
Luetkemeyer.

List any experience in or direct association with Federal, State, or local governments,
including any advisory, consultative, honorary or other part time service or positions.
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (July 2017 - Present) Washington, DC

General Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Intergovemmental Relations from July 2017 -
Present and Acting Assistant Secretary from July 2017 - January 2018,

U.S. Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer (January 2009 - July 2017) Washington, DC
From January 2009 to December 2010, I served as the Congressman's Legislative Director. Beginning in June
2009 and until July 2017, I served as Chief of Staff.

U.S. Congressman Sam Graves  (July 2004 - December 2008) Washington, DC
Over the course of my tenure, I served as Staff Assistant, ugdmvewwmmLudhpslwveﬁm
successively.

U.S. Senator Jim Talent (Summer 2003) Washington, DC
T served as an intem in the Washington, DC Office of Senator Talent.

U.S. Department of State (Fall 2002) Washington, DC
I served as an intem in the Office of Nordic and Baltic Affairs,

List the titles, publishers and dates of books, articles, reports or other published materials
you have written.

N/A

and activities:  List memberships and offices held in and services rendered to all polmca] parties or

election committees during the last 10 years.
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Advisor (volunteer), Blaine for Congress, 2009 - 2017 :
Principal campaign committee for U.S. Congi Blaine Luetkemeyer

Advisor (voluntees), Building Leadership and Inspring New Enteprise (BLAINE) PAC, 2010 - 2017
Leadership political action committee of which U.S. Congr Blaine Luetkemeyer served as honorary
Chairman. '

Itemize all political contributions of $500 or more to any individual, campaign
organization, political party, political action committee or similar entity during the last
eight years and identify specific amounts, dates, and names of recipients.

$500.00 Graves for Congress 9/25/2009
Principal campaign committee of U.S. Congressman Sam Graves

State fully your qualifications to serve in the position to which you have been named.
(attach sheet) Attached

1. Indicate whether you will sever all connections with your present employer, business
firm, association or organization if you are confirmed by the Senate.

N/A. Lam currently an employee of the federal government.
2. As far as can be foreseen, state whether you have any plans after completing
government service to resume employment, affiliation or practice with your previous

employer, business firm, association or organization.

N/A. 1am currently an employee of the federal government and have been for the vast
majority of my career. :

3. Has anybody made you a commitment to a job after you leave government?

No.

4, Do you expect to serve the full term for which you have been appointed?

Yes.
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Potential conflicts .
of interest: 1. Describe any financial arrangements or deferred compensation agreements or other
continuing dealings with business associates, clients or customers who will be
affected by policies which you will influence in the position to which you have been
nominated.

I do not have any such arrangements or agreements.

2. List any investments, obligations, liabilities, or other relationships which might involve
potential conflicts of interest with the position to which you have been nominated.

I'do not have any such investments, obligations, liabilities, or relationships.

3. Describe any business relationship, dealing or financial transaction (other than tax
paying) which you have had during the last 10 years with the Federal Government,
whether for yourself, on behalf of a client, or acting as an agent, that might in any
way constitute or result in a possible conflict of interest with the position to which
you have been nominated.

Ihave not had any such relationship, dealing, or transaction.

4. List any lobbying activity during the past ten years in which you have engaged in for the
purpose of directly or indirectly influencing the passage, defeat or modification of
any legislation at the national level of government or affecting the administration and
execution of national law or public policy.

Thave never participated in any lobbying activity.

5. Explain how you will resolve any conflict of interest that may be disclosed by your
responses to the items above.

Tdo not believe I have any conflicts of interest based on my responses to the items above.
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Civil, criminal and

actions: 1. Give the full derails of any civil or criminal proceeding in which you were a defendant
or any inquiry or investigation by a Federal, State, or local agency in which you were
the subject of the inquiry or investigation.

I have not been the subject of any such proceeding, inquiry, or investigation.

2. Give the full details of any proceeding, inquiry or investigation by any professional
association including any bar association in which you were the subject of the
proceeding, inquiry or investigation. )

T have not been the subject of any such proceeding, inquiry, or investigation.
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State fully your qualifications to serve in the position to which you have been named.

‘The Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and Research (PD&R) is the
Department's principal advisor on policy matters, research and demonstrations, economic
information, international programs, and philanthropic initiatives. As such, the Assistant
Secretary must understand the public policy development process; coordinate across the
Department's offices and with outside experts, advocates, and partners; understand the
importance of sound research in formulating effective policies and programs; and provide
effective leadership, management, and budget oversight to the PD&R team.

I believe I am well-suited to serve in this position based on my public policy experience
and management experience. First, I am passionate about the work and am excited for the
opportunity, if confirmed, to help craft effective policy solutions based on sound data and
research. i

Following my graduation from Stanford University, I worked as a staffer in the U.S.
House of Representatives for 13 years. In the House, my policy portfolio included housing,
financial services, defense, foreign affairs, and I also staffed two House Members in their
assignments on the House Agriculture Committee, a committee in which issues surrounding rural
development, food security, infrastructure, financial markets, and housing were debated and
legislated. It was in this role that I first learned about the federal government’s important role in
research partnerships to not only help better inform public policies, but to help people on the
ground do things in smarter, safer, and more efficient ways. )

The majority of my career in the House was spent on the staff of Congressman Blaine
Luetkemeyer, a member of the House Financial Services Committee, first as his Legislative
Director, then as his Chief of Staff. In both of these positions, I was very involved in the policy
development process, including on housing policy, which was a priority for Congressman
Luetkemeyer in his roles as Vice Chairman, then Chairman of the Financial Services
Committee’s Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance. An example of the policies we worked
on in the Luetkemeyer office is HR. 3700, the Housing Opportunity Through Modernization Act
(HOTMA), which received critical support from members of the House Financial Services and
Senate Banking Committees, passed both the House and Senate unanimously, and was signed
into law by President Obama.

As Chief of Staff, I served as the Congressman’s top policy and administrative aide. In
addition to focusing on policy matters, I built, organized, and led a team of staffers in four
offices in Missouri and Washington and managed the office budget. I worked to ensure our
entire team in Washington and Missouri was involved in crafting sound initiatives, from
generating ideas, to reviewing research, to developing partnerships, to building coalitions, and,
ultimately, to advancing legislation to improve the lives of the people we served.
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I served as Congressman Luetkemeyer's Chief of Staff for a total of eight years, leaving
in 2017 to join the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as General Deputy
Assistant Secretary and Acting Assistant Secretary in the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Relations (CIR). In this role, I serve as a principal advisor to Secretary
Carson on legislative affairs and interactions with state, county, and municipal governments. My
current position has allowed me to continue to play a role in coordinating and developing
legislation and policy with both sides of the aisle in both houses of Congress.

This role has also allowed me to work with all of the Department's program and support
offices, across silos, including PD&R, and has also allowed me the opportunity to interact with
outside groups and advocates. I have also continued to use my management skills to lead an
outstanding team of staffers at HUD.

Prior to being nominated, in my role in CIR, I worked with PD&R’s team on grants,
reports, university partnerships, and, particularly, disaster funding issues, as PD&R uses data to
determine the unmet housing, business, and infrastructure needs of areas impacted by
Presidentially-declared major disasters. Once these unmet needs are determined, PD&R
determines how to allocate Congressional disaster appropriations to address them.

In closing, I believe my housing policy and management experience in the legislative and
executive branches has prepared me well to serve as Assistant Secretary for Policy Development
and Research. At the end of the day, our policy solutions should be driven by well-designed
demonstrations, thorough research, and sound data. If confirmed, I look forward to working with
this Committee to advance evidence-based policies that address the priorities and needs of the
American people. '
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RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF CHAIRMAN CRAPO
FROM THELMA DRAKE

Q.1. Congress made a determination in MAP-21 that safety of rail
transit agencies should be overseen by a right-sized State Safety
Oversight (SSO) Agency, rather than a one-size-fits-all Federal ap-
proach. In order to prevent FTA from assuming provision of direct
safety oversight, Congress wrote into statute a deadline for compli-
ance which is April 15, 2019, with only 8 of 30 States currently cer-
tified to be in compliance.

If you are confirmed as Administrator, how do you plan to work
with the remaining States to achieve compliance with this require-
ment and ensure that our Nation’s rail transit systems are effi-
ciently and effectively overseen?

A.1. Safety is my highest priority, and if confirmed as Adminis-
trator I will work closely with the remaining States to help stand
up their Safety Oversight Programs and fulfill their safety respon-
sibilities. It is my understanding that 11 States have now achieved
SSO certification.

Q.2. In 2016, the FTA established the Mobility on Demand (MOD)
grant program to help spur innovation and infuse technology into
our Nation’s public transit systems. The program revealed that
FTA may need new regulatory guidelines or policy changes to allow
transit agencies to fully realize the promise of innovations in
shared mobility and mobility on demand. Of the 11 grant winners,
Transportation Network Companies (TNCs), such as Uber and
Lyft, were involved in nine of the projects, which indicates that
there is tremendous interest from both the private sector and pub-
lic transportation authorities for this new service.

If you are confirmed as Administrator, what steps will you take

to utilize the findings of the MOD grants to reduce antiquated reg-
ulations and set in place a modern regulatory regime at FTA that
enables innovative new technologies to partner with transit agen-
cies in the long term?
A.2. If confirmed, I will utilize the information and findings
gleaned from the Mobility on Demand grants and work with the
FTA research team to help pioneer innovative and streamlined ap-
proaches to mobility. From on-demand services, to smartphone ap-
plications, to partnerships with the private sector, I feel strongly
that innovation is key to public transportation thriving in an ever
more-competitive marketplace.

Q.3. FTA is divided into 10 regions. Project sponsors have found
that different regions tend to provide different answers and often-
times headquarters finds out about the discrepancies when Con-
gressional staff brings it to their attention.

If you are confirmed at Administrator, can you commit to review-
ing the decisions made in regional offices to ensure consistency?
Will you seriously consider how the regional decisions are commu-
nicated with headquarters and how headquarters commutes deci-
sions to the regions, in order to ensure that Federal transit statu-
tory, regulatory, and administrative interpretations are being equi-
tably applied across all regions?
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A.3. If confirmed, I will make ensuring consistency throughout FTA
a priority. I will take a very close look at how FTA headquarters
communicates decisions to the 10 regional offices and vice versa. 1
will also commit to reviewing decisions made in regional offices to
ensure consistency.

Q.4. The provisions regarding the Core Capacity evaluation and
rating process, the establishment of a program of interrelated
projects and the program for expedited project delivery are yet to
be implemented by this Administration. An upcoming Government
Accountability Office report states that FTA officials told GAO they
“do not have plans to address” three statutory provisions intended
to deliver transit projects more efficiently citing the President’s
budget proposal to eliminate the program, despite the recent
FY2018 Appropriations bill providing additional resources to the
program and directing the Administration to continue to admin-
ister the program.

If you are confirmed as Administrator, do you plan to implement
the statutory provisions to streamline processes and leverage Fed-
eral resources?

A4, If confirmed as Administrator, I plan to implement programs
and processes consistent with the law and leverage Federal re-
sources wherever possible and streamline programs wherever pos-
sible to efficiently serve the American people.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR BROWN
FROM THELMA DRAKE

Q.1. Since 1983, when President Reagan signed the law that cre-
ated the Mass Transit Account, Congress has allocated at least 20
percent of new revenue deposited in the Highway Trust Fund to
public transportation. For example, in 1983 the Federal motor fuels
tax was increased by 5 cents from 4 cents per gallon to 9 cents per
gallon. From the 5 cents per gallon of new revenue from that in-
crease, 1 cent was deposited in the Mass Transit Account.

Do you support the principle that public transportation should
continue to receive not less than 20 percent of new revenues depos-
ited into the Highway Trust Fund?

A.1. I support public transportation, and if confirmed, I plan to be
an advocate for public transportation within DOT and the Adminis-
tration. As Congress and the Administration begin negotiations on
an infrastructure bill as well as the next surface transportation re-
authorization, I will commit to being an advocate for transit during
those discussions.

Q.2. Without commenting on any recent or future proposals, would
you use the position of Administrator to urge support for the prin-
ciple of allocating not less than 20 percent of any new revenue
added to the Highway Trust Fund to public transportation?

A.2. T support public transportation, and if confirmed, I plan to be
an advocate for public transportation within DOT and the Adminis-
tration. If legislation is considered regarding the Highway Trust
Fund, I will commit to advocating for transit in any negotiation.
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Q.3. In the FY17 TIGER awards announced last month USDOT
funded only two public transportation projects. Those public trans-
portation projects received just 3.6 percent of the available FY17
funding, which nearly eliminated public transportation funding
under the program despite the large number of transit applications
that were rated highly.

Do you believe the FY17 TIGER awards funded an appropriate
number of public transportation projects?
A.3. Since I was not at the Department of Transportation during
the most recent round of TIGER awards, I cannot speak to the
merits of the projects that applied and those that were awarded.
If confirmed, I will be an advocate for transit projects applying for
funding through any eligible discretionary grant program.

Q.4. Do you believe FY17 TIGER awards allocated an appropriate
share of funding to public transportation projects?

A4. Since I was not at the Department of Transportation during
the most recent round of TIGER awards, I cannot speak to the
merits of the projects that applied and those that were awarded.
If confirmed, I will be an advocate for transit projects applying for
funding through any eligible discretionary grant program.

Q.5. Would you use the position of Administrator to urge USDOT
to support a greater number of public transportation projects and
a higher share of funding for transit in the recently announced
FY18 “BUILD” competition?

A.5. If confirmed, I will be an advocate for transit projects applying
for funding through any eligible discretionary grant program, in-
cluding the BUILD program.

Q.6. The FY18 omnibus provided $2.6 billion for the Capital Invest-
ment Grant program and provided direction to FTA on the contin-
ued Administration of the program.

Do you agree that the FY18 omnibus directs FTA and the De-
partment to continue to move projects through the Capital Invest-
ment Grant program’s process and sign new grant agreements?
A.6. If confirmed, I will carefully review the FY18 Omnibus and
will commit to implementing the CIG program consistent with the
law.

Q.7. Can you commit that you will sign full funding grant agree-
ments as soon as New Starts and Core Capacity projects meet the
statutory requirements for such projects.

A.7. If confirmed, I can commit to implementing the CIG program
in accordance with the law. As proposed projects become ready for
a funding agreement commitment, FTA will consider each project
on its own merits and will advance them through the process as
appropriate and consistent with legal requirements.

Q.8. Do you agree that full funding grant agreements, as estab-
lished in 49 U.S.C. 85309, are designed to be executed before all
appropriations for a project have been made available by Congress?
A.8. The President’s FY19 Budget requested funding for existing
full funding grant agreements (FFGAs) requiring additional appro-
priations. Under the law, FTA is authorized to execute an FFGA
prior to all appropriations being made available by Congress.
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Q.9. Do you agree that delays in signing grant agreements for all
types of projects (New Starts, Core Capacity, Small Starts) often
result in cost escalation for project sponsors?

A.9. I support the President’s goal of expediting delivery for all
transportation projects. That being said, I believe it is the responsi-
bility of the FTA Administrator to make certain that CIG projects
are thoroughly reviewed before Federal dollars are committed.

Q.10. Do you believe that project budgets under the CIG program
are sensitive to delays that occur when project is ready for a grant
agreement, i.e., the project has met all statutory requirements,
which occurs late in the project development process?

A.10. Having worked on transit projects at the State and local lev-
els, I do believe that project budgets are sensitive to delays, but I
also believe that it is the responsibility of the FTA Administrator
to make certain that CIG projects are thoroughly reviewed before
taxpayer dollars are committed.

Q.11. The FAST Act established the “Expedited project delivery for
capital investment grants pilot program” (Section 3005(b)) to test
new means of projects delivery, but FTA has not solicited projects
under the pilot, issued guidance or provided other means for inter-
ested applicants to develop applications under the pilot.

If confirmed, will you work to implement the pilot program as
authorized, including the requirement concerning the operation of
the project by an existing provider of fixed guideway or bus rapid
transit public transportation in the service area of the project?
A.11. If confirmed, I will implement all programs consistent with
the law, and innovative project delivery is a priority across DOT.

Q.12. Would you take measures to ensure that potential applicants
are aware of the program and can apply under the pilot?

A.12. If confirmed, I will take measures to ensure that potential
applicants are aware of the program and can apply under the pilot.

Q.13. If responding in the affirmative, what measures would you
take?

A.13. If confirmed, I will review what steps have already been
taken by FTA to make applicants aware of the program and deter-
mine if there are any interested project sponsors. I will make sure
that FTA continues to work with these project sponsors as well as
any others to administer the pilot program. In addition, I would ex-
plore options for informing the industry of their option to apply
through the pilot program.

Q.14. What are your priorities for safety oversight?

A.14. Safety is my top priority, and my first safety priority, should
I be confirmed, will be the certification of the State Safety Over-
sight (SSO) Programs for the States that still must receive certifi-
cation by April 15, 2019. If a State does not meet that deadline,
FTA must withhold all transit funding until certification is
achieved.

Q.15. If confirmed, would you manage FTA’s safety oversight ac-
tivities without regard to political considerations?
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A.15. Yes, if confirmed I would absolutely manage FTA’s safety
oversight activities without regard to political considerations.

Q.16. The FAST Act added “minimum safety standards to ensure
the operation of public transportation systems” as an explicit ele-
ment of the National Public Transportation Safety Plan. The law
also directed FTA to complete a review of existing safety standards,
which has been completed, but FTA’s subsequent efforts to improve
or issue new safety standards have been very limited.

If confirmed, will you be proactive in using your authority to im-
prove safety standards in the public transportation industry?

A.16. I believe safety standards can be a helpful tool for public
transportation agencies and their State safety oversight bodies as
they work to improve their safety practices. However, having per-
sonal experience overseeing many transit operators throughout Vir-
ginia—large and small, urban and rural—I know that local vari-
ation among transit systems means that a “one size fits all” would
not be suitable. Therefore, I would seek to strike the appropriate
balance between national safety standards and local flexibility.

Q.17. As State Safety Oversight Agencies (SSOAs) seek certifi-
cation, they are not being required to conduct regular, unan-
nounced inspections as they ramp up their oversight. GAO recently
noted the need for inspections and guidance from FTA on inspec-
tion practices.

After further review of safety oversight practices, do you believe
that inspections, particularly unannounced inspections, are a core
element of an oversight program?

A.17. 1 believe that inspections play an important role for rail tran-
sit safety. If confirmed, I will work with the transit industry and
the FTA Office of Transit Safety and Oversight to determine the
proper requirements for SSOAs with regard to regular and unan-
nounced inspections.

Q.18. The FAST Act created the Pilot Program for Innovative Co-
ordinated Access and Mobility (ICAM, Sec. 3006(b)) to fund projects
that improve the coordination of transportation services and non-
emergency medical transportation services. The law also directed
the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) to pursue
specific activities that foster coordination.

Will you commit to work expeditiously to advance further rounds
of funding under the ICAM pilot program?

A.18. If confirmed, I will work to implement all requirements of the
law as expeditiously as possible.

Q.19. Will you support the work of the Coordinating Council on Ac-
cess and Mobility (CCAM) and utilize findings from the pilot pro-
gram (ICAM) to implement strategies that promote coordination
between Federal agencies that support transportation services?

A.19. If confirmed, I will support the work of the CCAM and utilize
findings from the pilot program to implement strategies that pro-
mote coordination between Federal agencies that support transpor-
tation services. I know from my work in Norfolk, VA, the impor-
tance of coordination among a multitude of transportation pro-
viders.
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Q.20. In your testimony, you stated that “preparing for the future
through innovation” was one of your top priorities.

If confirmed as Administrator, how would you take action on that
priority?
A.20. It is an exciting time in public transportation, with many
new technologies and service delivery models available. If con-
firmed as Administrator, I would build on efforts underway at FTA
and throughout the industry to ensure technologies are utilized to
improve safety, reliability, and efficiency for transit riders and em-
ployees. Specifically, I would work with the Department to continue
to explore Automated Vehicle technology in transit, which has the
potential to significantly improve safety.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR HELLER
FROM THELMA DRAKE

Q.1. T would like to extend a formal invitation to you to visit Ne-
vada this year if you have the opportunity. Our Regional Transpor-
tation Commissions in both the north and the south would be
happy to showcase their amazing work. Washoe RTC is working
through some innovative options for connecting Reno with our new
industrial complex that hosts Tesla, Switch, and other tech compa-
nies. They also have a great project to connect our growing down-
town with the University of Nevada, Reno.

Our Southern Nevada RTC Director Tina Quigley has coined the
phrase: technology is the new asphalt, and Las Vegas is a great ex-
ample of that. They are using innovative technologies to transform
transit in the region and increase safety and convenience.

A lot of their successes are due to the Capital Investment Grant
Program. It has been critical to our Regional Transportation Com-
missions and their efforts to expand transportation options that
will create job growth, competitiveness, and new opportunities for
residents.

Are you supportive of continuing this transit program?

A.1. If confirmed, I will always support the law and will implement
the CIG program consistent with the law.

Q.2. As Congress considers an infrastructure package, what role
should transit play in that proposal?
A.2, Transit is a key component of the Nation’s transportation net-
work, and if confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress,
the Administration and stakeholders on furthering the Administra-
tion’s Infrastructure Proposal. Transit projects would certainly be
eligible to compete for funding through the Administration’s pro-
posed infrastructure grant programs.

ADDITIONAL NOTE: I will commit to coming to Nevada this
year if I am confirmed.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF
SENATOR MENENDEZ FROM THELMA DRAKE
Q.1. Yes or no, is the Gateway Project nationally important?

A.1. The projects making up the Gateway program are important
to the region and have impacts across multiple States.
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Q.2. For a New Starts or Core Capacity project, what is the min-
imum percentage of the total project cost that the local sponsor
needs to commit of their own funding to earn a Medium rating?
Please provide a percentage.

A.2. Each project in the CIG program is unique and must be con-
sidered on its own merits. As I have not been involved in FTA’s
evaluation and rating process for CIG projects, I cannot provide an
answer in such detail. However, I would note that the overall rat-
ing is contingent on many factors, not solely the local financial
share.

Q.3. Yes or no, if confirmed, would you comply with a request made
by anyone in the Department of Transportation, the White House,
or anywhere in the Executive Branch that you or the staff at FTA
reject, downgrade, delay, or provide a low rating to a Capital In-
vestment Grants application for political reasons?

A.3. No, I would not comply with such a request. I would admin-
ister the CIG program and all FTA programs in accordance with
the law.

Q.4. Amtrak has stated that they likely will be required to shut
down the Hudson River Tunnels sometime in the next 15 or 20
years, because at some point theyll become unsafe for passenger
travel.

If DOT continues to block our efforts to replace those tunnels,

will you develop an emergency plan for dealing with the 200,000
daily Hudson River Tunnel riders that would need to find another
way to get to their destination?
A4, If confirmed, I will always prioritize the safety of passengers
utilizing transit as their mode of travel. If any transit system
throughout the Nation becomes unsafe for travel, I will work with
State and local governments as well as the transit agency to ad-
dress the situation in a safe and effective way.

Q.5. The Department of Transportation’s 2015 “Status of the Na-
tion’s Highways, Bridges, and Transit: Conditions and Perform-
ance” report found an $89.9 billion transit state of good repair
backlog.
What do you believe is the primary driver of that backlog?

A.5. The maintenance backlog in transit has been a problem that
has developed over many decades. The primary driver, in my view,
is a lack of appreciation for the need to plan for the maintenance
and replacement costs of transit assets well in advance.

Q.6. Do you believe this backlog can be addressed without addi-
tional Federal funding?

A.6. FTA’s authorized programs include billions of dollars in for-
mula funding for transit agencies to address their capital and state
of good repair needs. Tackling the maintenance backlog will require
sustained effort at the Federal, State, and local government levels.

Q.7. Fully half of the funding in the President’s infrastructure pro-
posal goes to an “infrastructure incentives” program that has a 20
percent Federal share, compared with the 80 percent Federal share
common in transit programs.
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Do you believe a 20 percent Federal share is appropriate for
transit projects?
A.7. To my understanding the President’s incentive program is new
and additional funding, not intended to replace or establish a new
Federal-local cost sharing arrangement. While I was not at the De-
partment during the drafting of the Administration’s Infrastructure
Proposal, it’s my understanding that the proposal aims to address
significant infrastructure needs across the Nation, including by
partnering with State and local governments. Many State and local
projects sponsors have already shown the ability to generate re-
sources through innovative financing, public—private partnerships,
and/or securing additional local revenue streams.

Q.8. Do you agree with the President’s budget proposal to phase
out the Capital Investment Grants program?

A.8. I believe the Administration’s Infrastructure Proposal, which
seeks to leverage Federal investments so that more projects can be
developed at the State and local level in a more streamlined time-
frame, is the appropriate avenue to consider funding for many
projects currently under consideration in the CIG program. That
said, I recognize that the CIG program is authorized and appro-
priated in law and I will always follow the law if I am confirmed
as Administrator.

Q.9. In the most recent round of TIGER grants, less than 4 percent
of the overall funds were allocated to projects in which transit was
the sole or central component.

Is this a sufficient amount?

A.9. Since I was not at the Department of Transportation during
the most recent round of TIGER awards, I cannot speak to the
merits of the projects that applied and those that were awarded.
If confirmed, I will be an advocate for transit projects applying for
funding through any eligible discretionary grant program.

Q.10. Will you advocate with Secretary Chao to increase that
amount in the future, including under the recently rebranded
BUILD grants program?

A.10. If confirmed, I will be an advocate for transit projects apply-
ing for funding through any eligible discretionary grant program,
including the BUILD program.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF
SENATOR CORTEZ MASTO FROM THELMA DRAKE

Q.1. Ms. Drake—should you be confirmed, I personally invite you
to come see what we have going on in Nevada. As we've discussed,
technology and innovation present a real opportunity for increased
safety, efficiency, and overall quality of life for many American. I
really think it would be helpful for you to see our challenges and
opportunities first hand.

Can you commit to coming to Nevada within the first year fol-
lowing your confirmation?

A.1. Yes, I would be happy to come to Nevada within the first year
following confirmation.
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Q.2. I'm deeply concerned about the haphazard way the Adminis-
tration’s infrastructure proposal was put together, and that—if you
were truly interested in putting forth a serious, bipartisan infra-
structure proposal—there wouldn’t be such obvious concerns. My
appreciation is that the Administration didn’t work in concert with
any congressional Democrats on our ideas or perspectives. For in-
stance, in my outreach with local transportation stakeholders, they
noted “Many of the requirements and changes [in the proposall
would probably require extensive and difficult revisions to State
laws for the RTC to fully utilize them. Examples: tolling and use
of toll revenues, transit-related value capture, etec.”

Are you concerned that I'm hearing from Nevadans that the Ad-
ministration’s proposal conflicts with local laws?

A.2. T am concerned with any obstacles to implementing the Ad-
ministration’s Infrastructure Proposal. If confirmed, I look forward
to working with Congress on issues of critical importance to our in-
frastructure. I would note that many transit agencies already un-
dertake activities that could be considered “value capture.” If con-
firmed as Administrator, I would work to help inform the industry
as to how they can productively leverage both new and existing as-
sets and services.

Q.3. Are you aware if Sec. Chao has broad infrastructure stake-
holder support, like that of labor unions, State DOTSs, or transit
agencies for the Administration’s proposal?

A.3. Since I am not at the Department of Transportation, I cannot
speak to current status of stakeholder support for the Administra-
tion Infrastructure Proposal.

Q.4. What was your reaction from the perspective of your current
job with the city of Norfolk, and what was the Mayor and the com-
munities perspective on the proposal?

A.4. Norfolk, like many other cities around the Nation, has many
infrastructure needs and my city appreciates the Administration’s
focus on infrastructure. Specifically, I believe that the increased
flexibility offered through the infrastructure proposal will empower
States and localities to use the knowledge of their own commu-
nities to best further critical infrastructure projects.

Q.5. As we discussed, one of my priorities is getting funding for the
Virginia Street RAPID Extension in Reno. This project has a 50
percent local match and is rated “medium high”. It is my under-
standing that normally, a project with this type of match and rat-
ing would be a certainty for funding and a full funding grant agree-
ment.

Regardless of what you do or don’t know of the FTA’s review of
this project, can you agree that a 50 percent match from a locality
is significant “skin in the game” as Secretary Chao often states?
A.5. Projects sponsors should be aware that the CIG program has
never offered a guarantee of Federal funding to applicants. Projects
must meet the applicable statutory and readiness requirements to
be considered for a construction grant agreement. I do believe that
the cost to build CIG projects such as the Virginia Street RAPID
in Reno should be appropriately shared among the Federal Govern-
ment and the local communities that they serve. While I cannot
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comment further on this project specifically, I can commit to giving
each and every project fair consideration in accordance with the
law.

Q.6. On the transportation innovation topic we've discussed, one
area I think Federal funding should be considered is for “trans-
formative” projects in the areas of electric bus propulsion and au-
tonomous vehicles, including funding research to address the de-
ployment issues for these types of projects. One potential concept
is adding “bonus” points to bus rapid transit Capital Investment
Grant (CIG) projects that use autonomous technologies.

Given these opportunities, can I again confirm your support of
the development of autonomous transit technologies?

A.6. Yes, I believe automated transit vehicle technology has the po-
tential to generate significant improvements to safety and service.

Q.7. And can you provide me your thoughts on whether you would
support this concept of rewarding projects in the CIG program who
utilized innovative technologies?

A.7. The CIG program has many specific evaluation criteria that
are established in statute. I would have to further study the details
of the program’s administration to better answer your question. I
can commit that, if confirmed as Administrator, I would certainly
explore the different avenues available to encourage responsible in-
novation in transit projects.

Q.8. Along those same lines, I would also be interested in you look-
ing at innovative partnerships and “alliances” between the private
sector, public sector, universities, and even international interests
in advancing design, deployment and operation of autonomous ve-
hicles and coordination for smart communities. The University of
Nevada at Reno’s efforts to conduct research are becoming global
in reach and are helping us have a deeper understanding of the en-
gineering issues but also the business, finance, and deployment
issues.

Do you believe and intend to advocate for these kinds of partner-

ships during your potential service at USDOT, and do you think
that this is a concept that could be considered within the Univer-
sity Transportation Center (UTC) function at USDOT, or some
other outlet directly within the FTA?
A.8. I believe that public—private partnerships hold much promise
for researching and deployment innovative technologies in public
transportation. It is my understanding that FTA’s research pro-
grams do currently involve partnerships with universities and re-
search consortia. If confirmed, I would be happy to work with your
office on how best to incorporate new developments from through-
out the industry.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR JONES
FROM THELMA DRAKE

Q.1. An issue that is important to workers in Alabama are Buy
America requirements, and I know the President has made this a
priority of his as well. Current law goes into great detail about Buy
America requirements for traditional diesel busses, but for newer
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technology like the electric busses they make in Northern Alabama,
there is less detail.

If you are confirmed, will FTA work to implement strong Buy
America standards for these new technologies?

A.1l. Yes, if confirmed I will work to implement Buy America stand-
ards required by law and any Executive Orders broadly.

Q.2. Birmingham-Jefferson County Transit Authority recently re-
ceived $3.6 million to help improve their bus systems. For a city
like Birmingham, a modern bus system is critical to both residents
and to visitors—especially as the city prepares to host the “World
Games” in 2021. This funding was through the FTA’s Bus & Bus
Facilities Infrastructure Investment Program. And while Bir-
mingham got dollars this time around, the program has 10 times
as many requests than it can fund.

If confirmed, will you commit to maintaining funding for bus and
bus facilities improvements?

A.2. If confirmed, I commit to carrying out FTA’s programs in ac-
cordance with the law and the appropriations provided by Con-
gress.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR BROWN
FROM JEFFREY NADANER

Q.1. As Assistant Secretary for enforcement, you would be charged
with protecting U.S. national security, foreign policy, and economic
interests by enforcing laws on sensitive exports to hostile actors or
those that engage in onward proliferation; prohibited foreign boy-
cotts; and related laws.

What would be your major priorities in this role for the next sev-

eral years?
A.1. If confirmed, my major priority will be the aggressive enforce-
ment of the Export Administration Regulations: that is, to halt ille-
gal transfers of dual-use U.S.-origin technologies—including to U.S.
adversaries and to countries in contravention of U.S. sanctions and
embargos; interrupt exports that contribute to weapons of mass de-
struction proliferation or destabilizing military modernization ac-
tivities; prevent illicit procurements by terrorists and terrorist-sup-
porting countries; and stop unlawful compliance with foreign coun-
try imposed or fostered restrictive trade practices against any coun-
try friendly to the United States. Key to achieving these goals will
be expanding our partnerships with U.S. industry and universities,
other Government agencies, and our international allies and part-
ners.

Mr. Nadaner, last month the New York Times ran an article
(“Smuggling of U.S. Technology Is Outpacing Cold War Levels, Ex-
perts Say”, by Ron Nixon, New York Times, March 17, 2018) on an
increase in smuggling of sensitive military technologies to adver-
saries like China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran. The article noted
that such smuggling had outpaced even Cold War levels, and said
U.S. military contractors and tech companies had observed a ten-
fold increase in suspicious inquiries related to weapons and tech-
nology purchases from overseas. It also quoted one expert as noting
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that despite the take-down of some technology smuggling networks,
U.S. authorities remain “outgunned” on this front.

Q.2. How would you crack down on these smuggling networks, and
do you believe you will have sufficient legal authorities and re-
sources to do it?

A.2. One of my earliest tasks, if confirmed, will be ensuring that
current Export Enforcement authorities and resources are most ef-
fectively focused on the pressing threats to U.S. national security.
Central to intensifying enforcement against smuggling networks
will be making certain that information flows with other depart-
ments and agencies, the intelligence community, foreign allies and
partners, and U.S. industry and that end-use checks and investiga-
tions are occurring to the maximum extent feasible. I will aim for
highly efficient (a) harnessing of such information, (b) combining of
interagency and international efforts, and (¢) using of BIS unique
tools—such as the Entity List, end-use checks, temporary denial or-
ders, and administrative and criminal penalties—to identify and
dismantle illicit networks. Among my other first tasks, if con-
firmed, will be to assess the match among legal responsibilities, au-
thorities, and resources. I will then work with the Secretary of
Commerce, the Office of Management and Budget, and the Con-
gress on future resource priorities and requirements with the goal
of ensuring that Export Enforcement operations keep pace with the
changing tactics of our adversaries.

Q.3. I am also concerned about the transfer of critical technologies
like artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, cyber, electronic warfare
technologies and others to our adversaries through commercial
transactions.

In your experience, should we be concerned that the transfer of
critical technologies to our adversaries through business trans-
actions like joint ventures is a national security threat?

If confirmed, what would you do to address these concerns, and
do you believe you will have sufficient legal authorities and re-
sources to do so?

A.3. If confirmed, I will ensure that Export Enforcement efforts are
focused on all facets of illicit technology transfer: not solely exports
of proscribed technology from the United States and deemed ex-
ports to foreign nationals in the United States, but also exports of
sensitive technology as a result of a foreign person’s investment in,
acquisition of, joint venture in, or partnership with a U.S. com-
pany. Protecting the knowledge of how to build an item can be as
important to U.S. national security as the transfer of the item
itself. I will (a) use all BIS authorities, tools, and resources to pre-
vent, stop and deter illicit transfer, regardless of conduit, of tech-
nology subject to the Export Administration Regulations, and (b)
work closely with the Secretary of Commerce, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and the Congress to assess future authority and
resource requirements to ensure Export Enforcement operations
protect U.S. technology from unlawful export.
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RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR TOOMEY
FROM JEFFREY NADANER

Q.1. In light of strong U.S. economic growth and record unemploy-
ment, I have concerns that the recently imposed Section 232 tariffs
on imported steel and aluminum products will have a detrimental
impact to businesses, manufacturers, and most importantly, con-
sumers. These taxes will likely increase production costs, jeop-
ardize job creation, and reduce the purchasing power of American
consumers. With that said, I am encouraged that the Department
of Commerce has established a product-specific exclusion process
whereby the Department can provide tariff relief for U.S. busi-
nesses using steel or aluminum products that are not adequately
sourced in the United States. However, the Department has re-
viewed and posted only a fraction of received exclusion petitions,
and the petition process, as proposed, requires businesses to com-
mit a significant amount of staff time and resources to complete
each individual petition, in many instances at a minute level of de-
tail. Reforms to both the exclusion petition and the review process
are clearly needed.

I understand that the Office of Export Enforcement does not
have direct oversight over the product-specific exclusion process;
however, the office will play a supporting role in this process as a
subdivision of the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS).

If confirmed, how will you work with other offices at BIS to
prioritize the review and approval of the Section 232 exclusion peti-
tions for steel and aluminum products? How do you intend to de-
vote the necessary staff and resources to complete this process in
an expedited manner?

A.1. The President acted under Section 232 to adjust imports of
aluminum and steel after concurring with the Secretary of Com-
merce’s findings that aluminum and steel articles were being im-
ported into the United States in such quantities and circumstances
as to threaten to U.S. national security. The President has also di-
rected the Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with other Ad-
ministration officials, to evaluate exclusion requests for products,
taking into account national security considerations. Section 232
authority is administered by the Commerce Department’s BIS Of-
fice of Export Administration, which is led by the Senate-confirmed
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export Administration and
which is separate and distinct from the BIS Office of Export En-
forcement. It is my understanding that the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Export Enforcement and related Office of Export En-
forcement neither administer Section 232 authority, nor the proc-
ess involving Section 232 exclusion petitions.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR SASSE
FROM JEFFREY NADANER

Q.1. How will you approach cybersecurity issues during your ten-
ure?

A.1. If confirmed, I will aggressively enforce violations of the Ex-
port Administration Regulations, including illicit technology trans-
fer as a result of cybersecurity breaches and exfiltrations. A key en-
abler for U.S. success will be expanding partnerships with U.S. in-
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dustry, academia, the intelligence community, law enforcement
partners, other departments and agencies, and our international al-
lies to identify, disrupt, and penalize perpetrators, while expanding
action to mitigate the effects of cyber-enabled crime.

Q.2. How will you ensure that the United States fairly enforces our
trade laws, without transforming enforcement actions into a vehicle
for advancing protectionism?

A.2. The purpose of the Export Administration Regulations is to
stop the illegal export of sensitive dual-use American technologies,
not to engage in protectionism. If confirmed, I will not use enforce-
ment for protectionist purposes.

Q.3. In my questions for the record for now-Federal Reserve Chair-
man Jerome Powell’s November 28th, 2017, confirmation hearing,
I asked now-Chairman Powell if the measure of the U.S.’s trade
deficit with another country (the bilateral trade deficit) was “a use-
ful metric to consult to evaluate whether trade with that country
hurts or helps our economy.” In response, now-Chairman Powell
said:

The overall U.S. trade balance is the most useful measure
for evaluating the impact of trade on the U.S. economy.
That balance is affected by many factors, including savings
and investment in the United States, economic conditions
abroad, and movements in exchange rates. Bilateral trade
deficits are less informative. For example, U.S. workers
and businesses could benefit when the United States runs
a deficit with one country by importing goods that we use
as inputs to produce goods to sell to another country. In
this example, a focus on the bilateral deficit would obscure
the net effect on the U.S. trade balance and the overall
benefit to the economy.

Do you agree with Chairman Powell that “[blilateral trade defi-
cits are less informative?”

Is free trade always a net-gain for the U.S. economy? If not,
under what circumstances is it a net-loss?

A.3. President Trump and Secretary Ross have made it a priority
to pursue trade policies and agreements that are fair for all Ameri-
cans. As a nominee, I am not privy to Administration negotiations
or deliberations on the overall trade balance or bilateral trade defi-
cits. Nor, if confirmed in the role of Assistant Secretary for Export
Enforcement, would I have a role in those deliberations. I am com-
mitted, if confirmed, to enforce the Export Administration Regula-
tions, which are vital to stopping illegal transfers of sensitive dual-
use technologies, and conveyance to countries and parties under
U.S. sanctions.

Q.4. Is there any instance where the U.S. would benefit from a
trade war with a large country like China?

A.4. The enforcement of export control rules is strictly focused on
(a) stopping the illicit transfer of U.S. sensitive dual-use tech-
nologies, (b) the breach of legal U.S. sanctions on sanctioned coun-
tries and parties, and (c¢) halting unlawful cooperation of illegal
boycotts against countries friendly to the United States. If con-
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firmed, I will ensure that the activities of Export Enforcement are
singularly dedicated toward those duties in rigorous compliance
with the Export Administration Regulations.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF
SENATOR MENENDEZ FROM JEFFREY NADANER

Q.1. I understand that the Administration wants to transfer con-
trol of the export licensing of lethal semiautomatic weapons and
sniper rifles from the jurisdiction of the Department of State to the
Commerce Department, apparently in the belief that these dan-
gerous weapons have somehow become less harmful. This move
would not only subject these lethal weapons to less-stringent Com-
merce controls, but also conveniently remove them from being sub-
ject to Congressional review and disapproval—despite Congress’s
action in 2002 to subject them to greater oversight than tanks and
aircraft. You may argue that State will still be able to intervene
in proposed exports through an interagency review process; to that
I point out that State also proposed the sale of 27,000 assault
weapons to the Philippine national police—who are conducting
summary executions in the streets—and semiautomatic pistols to
the same Turkish thugs who beat peaceful protestors in Wash-
ington last year—both of which were stopped only by the action of
the Ranking Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
so I'm not reassured that State will intervene, or that Commerce
will more plainly see the foreign policy problems in such sales.

Do you believe that these weapons, which are much more likely
to be misused—including being susceptible for transfer to terrorist
and criminal networks—need to be subject to less-stringent export
requirements, in law and in regulation, than other lethal arms on
the U.S. Munitions List?

A.l. It is my understanding that export licensing reform involving
transfers of some technology controls between the State and Com-
merce Departments is the result of deliberations made by this Ad-
ministration and the previous one. As a nominee, I have not been
made privy to decisions, deliberations, or control plans for such
items if transferred to the Commerce Control List. If such a trans-
fer were to occur, licensing for any exports would, under the law,
be under the jurisdiction of the Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Export Administration, rather than the Assistant Secretary for
Export Enforcement. If confirmed, should any of the subject items
be transferred to the Commerce Control List, I promise to enforce
the law aggressively and firmly against illegal exports. I will bring
the unique Commerce resources of export enforcement, including
the Entity List, Temporary Denial Orders, expert Special Agents
and enforcement analysts, and criminal and administrative pen-
alties, to bear in full force. In addition, I will continue to work with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Department of Homeland
Security, which will continue to have authority to investigate ille-
gal activities involving Category I-1II items.

Q.2. Since this transfer will remove these items from the AECA
statutory Congressional review process, including the informal re-
view processes, do you also believe that less Congressional over-
sight over the export of these weapons is justified? If confirmed,
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will you inform this Committee whenever a license for the export
of these arms transferred from State, at the $1 million statutory
threshold, is being considered?

A.2. T am aware of the Congressional notification threshold under
the International Traffic in Arms Regulations. I understand that
any potential transfer of Categories I-III from the USML to the
CCL has been undergoing interagency review. As a nominee, I have
not been privy to those internal deliberations regarding any pro-
posed rule or the status of any Congressional notification. However,
if confirmed, I am committed to working with the Congress on
these important issues.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF
SENATOR CORTEZ MASTO FROM JEFFREY NADANER

Q.1. If confirmed as Assistant Secretary, you will be responsible to
uphold the mission of the Department of Commerce—“to foster,
promote, and develop the foreign and domestic commerce” and fur-
thermore to foster, serve, and promote the Nation’s economic devel-
opment and technological advancement of the United States. Of my
State’s $9.7 million in exports, nearly one-fifth of that is to Canada
and Mexico—our partners in NAFTA.

If confirmed to Secretary of Commerce for Export Enforcement,
how do you anticipate the Administration’s efforts to renegotiate
NAFTA impacting your role and responsibilities? Does the Presi-
dent’s rhetoric on trade concern you? Please discuss your position
on this Administration’s renegotiation of NAFTA.

A.1. T understand that, under the Secretary of Commerce and by
law, the International Trade Administration (ITA), with its sepa-
rately authorized and confirmed Under Secretary of International
Trade, holds the legal responsibility within the Department for
trade agreements and negotiations such as NAFTA. The Bureau of
Industry and Security Export Enforcement headed by the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Export Enforcement, in contrast, is a
distinct law enforcement agency exclusively dedicated to preventing
and stopping the illegal export of controlled, sensitive items. If con-
firmed and a matter involves the U.S. Export Administrative Regu-
lations designed to stop such dangerous transfers, I am committed
to working with any pertinent departments or agencies, including
ITA and the United States Trade Representative (USTR), to en-
force the law against violators.

Q.2. Your role as Assistant Secretary focuses on the export and re-
export of commercial commodities and technology—one of my
State’s top exports to NAFTA participants are semiconductors, elec-
trical equipment, and communications equipment.

How do you anticipate NAFTA’s renegotiation affecting States
like mine that export primarily commercial commodities and tech-
nology?

A.2. As a nominee, I am not privy to the internal deliberations or
specifics of the NAFTA negotiations. If confirmed in the nominated
role of Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export Enforcement re-
sponsible for Bureau of Industry and Security Export Enforcement,
I will not possess authority with respect to those negotiations or
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deliberations. If confirmed, I will work closely with the ITA, USTR,
and Congress to enforce U.S. laws against illegal export of con-
trolled sensitive technologies.

Q.3. In Nevada, 22,472 workers are employed in industries that
use steel and aluminum.

How do you anticipate the implementation of steel tariffs affect-
ing our national security, foreign policy, and economic objectives?

A.3. The President acted under Section 232 to adjust imports of
aluminum and steel after concurring with the Secretary of Com-
merce’s findings that aluminum and steel articles were being im-
ported into the United States in such quantities and circumstances
as to threaten to U.S. national security. Section 232 authority is
administered by the Commerce Department’s BIS Office of Export
Administration, which is led by the Senate-confirmed Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Export Administration, and which is
separate and distinct from the BIS Office of Export Enforcement.
It is my understanding that the Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Export Enforcement and related Office of Export Enforcement
does not administer Section 232 authority.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR BROWN
FROM SETH APPLETON

Q.1. You mentioned that you would be interested in doing more re-
search on tracking what happens to families who leave HUD as-
sistance.

Do HUD’s tenant characteristics reporting systems currently con-
tain data fields to capture the reasons why assisted families leave
HUD assistance?

A.1. HUD’s Multifamily programs (PBRA, 202, 811) collect a lim-
ited set of information on why households leave a unit but the sys-
tems for the PHA operated programs (Public Housing, Housing
Choice Vouchers) do not.

Q.2. If not, how do you propose to build this tracking capability?

A.2. T think there are three paths that we can pursue simulta-
neously. In the shortest run, we can use tenant income trajectory
(data from recertifications prior to exit) as a means to estimate
likelihood that exits were positive. A middle path will be to build
off the data matching agreements HUD’s Office of Policy Develop-
ment and Research (PDR) has already established with the Census
Bureau and other agencies to see the characteristics of recent leav-
ers; for example, employment data that the Census Bureau collects
from State agencies. The third is to investigate the feasibility of up-
dating HUD’s forms to better capture reasons for exit. However,
there could be significant reporting burdens for housing providers
associated with richer varieties of exit data. Another option may be
to conduct an evaluation that includes a one-time leaver survey;
that could tell us a lot about what we don’t know at present and
how best to update systems.

Q.3. How do you propose to track and measure self-sufficiency out-
comes among families who leave HUD-assisted housing?
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A.3. PDR has already developed a data sharing agreement with the
Department of Health and Human Services’ National Directory of
New Hires to assess income change for tenants participating in the
Family Self-Sufficiency program. I hope to expand and improve on
these important data matching partnerships.

Q.4. The FY2016 Consolidated Appropriations Act authorized the
expansion of the MTW Demonstration to an additional 100 agen-
cies and required the rigorous evaluation of demonstration out-
comes.

With regard to HUD’s evaluation of the expanded demonstration,
please provide an overview of HUD’s evaluation plan and expected
timeline for initiation and conduct of the evaluation.

A.4. In addition to authorizing expansion, Congress has provided
PDR $10 million in research funding to support the rigorous eval-
uation. The Appropriations Act of 2016 required HUD to create a
research advisory committee that has provided extremely valuable
advice on what should be studied and how. My understanding is
that the research PDR has scoped out and will be procuring shortly
would initially establish rigorous random assignment protocols to
two cohorts, the first a study of the impacts of providing MTW
flexibility to small PHAs, the second a study of alternative rent
structures, likely tiered rents and stepped rents.

Q.5. If confirmed, will you commit to conducting rigorous research
of the MTW demonstration?

A.5. Yes.

Q.6. HUD’s 2017 update to the Research Roadmap discusses new
research that can be conducted through the matching of adminis-
trative data between HUD and other Federal agencies. While this
research can provide valuable insights into the uses of HUD pro-
grams and assistance, it also opens up the potential for HUD-as-
sisted families’ private data to be accidentally or intentionally re-
leased.

If confirmed, will you work to protect the privacy of HUD-as-
sisted families’ personal information?

A.6. Yes, this is very important. Any data matching will be done
to carefully protect the privacy of HUD-assisted families. The
matching is for research only and will be aggregated so that no in-
dividual household or person would be identified or impacted by
the match. HUD’s formal data matching agreements with Federal
statistical agencies ensure that their rigorous privacy protection
systems apply to the linked data being used by researchers.

Q.7. HUD has proposed to conduct an evaluation of EnVision Cen-
ters. As I understand it, EnVision Centers will build off of existing
HUD place-based investments. The Advanced Notice of EnVision
Center Demonstration states that “communities should be cur-
rently participating in one or more Federal place-based initiatives”,
such as Promise Zones. The Choice Neighborhoods Initiative also
offers comprehensive neighborhood revitalization strategies that in-
volve public and private partners across many sectors, such as edu-
cation and health. In addition, many housing authorities have oper-
ated or facilitated community centers and social service hubs, al-
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though funding for such services have been limited by under-
funding of the Operating Fund and Section 8 Administrative Fees.

If confirmed, how would you isolate the effect of EnVision Cen-
ters from the effect of the underlying place-based strategy or exist-
ing community service hubs in order to measure its effectiveness?

A7, If T am confirmed, and Congress provides HUD the authority
to spend resources on an evaluation, I would ask PDR to evaluate
EnVision Centers as it has evaluated other programs. The initial
evaluation would be a process evaluation. This would be followed
by an outcome evaluation. If feasible we might pursue more rig-
orous methods. I would look for guidance from the PDR staff and
other researchers to design the most effective research strategy.

Q.8. In your written and oral testimony, you have committed to
pursuing evidence-based policy during your tenure at HUD.

Given that, how will you approach situations in which the Ad-
ministration directs HUD to propose or implement certain policies,
such as the deep budget cuts proposed in HUD’s FY2019 budget or
the recent Executive Order regarding work requirements in public
assistance programs?

A.8. If confirmed, I am committed to using data and research to
provide the facts to the Secretary and the Administration on the
impact of any proposed program changes.

Q.9. You have noted your interest in long-term disaster recovery
research. I am very concerned that FEMA disaster recovery assist-
ance programs are not meeting the needs of low-income families,
particularly renters, displaced by the 2017 hurricanes. In Ohio and
other States to which families fled after the 2017 hurricanes, many
families displaced by the storms are still struggling to find afford-
able housing in markets in which such housing is already scarce.

HUD officials have stated that they are ready to administer Dis-
aster Housing Assistance Program (DHAP) assistance through local
housing authorities for these families, but FEMA has not yet made
such assistance available to HUD.

If confirmed, do you intend to consider the needs of, and barriers

facing, low-income families, including renters, in your research of
long-term disaster recovery solutions?
A.9. Yes. The loss of affordable rental housing is one of the unmet
needs included in PDR’s analysis for allocating Community Devel-
opment Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds after a
disaster. As we develop research on how we currently pursue dis-
aster recovery and consider improvements, addressing the needs of
impacted low-income families in need of affordable rental housing
will be an early priority.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF
SENATOR MENENDEZ FROM SETH APPLETON

Q.1. President Trump recently issued an executive order requiring
HUD to identify opportunities to propose new work requirements
on recipients of Federal housing assistance.

I'm concerned the very premise of imposing work requirements
on these low-income families demonstrates a major misunder-
standing of who is actually served by these programs. More than



75

half, 57 percent, of the 4.6 million households that receive rental
assistance are elderly or disabled. Of those that aren’t elderly or
disabled, more than two-thirds are currently working, but they're
barely scraping by. In fact, the typical working family that receives
rental assistance is headed by a 38-year old mom with two kids—
making only about $18,000 a year. 1

Many face challenges finding a job that pays enough, or provides
steady enough hours, to lift their family out of poverty, let alone
afford housing in today’s market.

The Executive Order states, “many of the programs designed to

help families have instead delayed economic independence, perpet-
uated poverty, and weakened family bonds.” In your view, have any
of HUD’s rental assistance programs “weakened family bonds”? If
so, how?
A.l. In my view, the income-based rent calculations of rental as-
sistance programs can create disincentives to family formation be-
cause, when an additional person is added to a household, the ten-
ant rent contribution automatically increases by 30 percent of their
additional income.

Q.2. I appreciate what you said in your testimony about your fidel-
ity to evidence-based research. Isn’t the very premise of the Execu-
tive Order a conclusion in search of evidence?

A.2. PDR research over the years suggests that rental assistance
as currently administered is a slight deterrent to increasing earn-
ings or entering the labor force, because of the direct and imme-
diate correlation between increased earnings and increased rent
payment obligations.

Q.3. Are you familiar with the Center for Budget and Policy Prior-
ities’ extensive research that work requirements in Federal assist-
ance programs have done little to reduce poverty, and in some
cases, they’'ve pushed families deeper into it?

A.3. I am familiar with CBPP’s work on a number of topics, but
your question prompted me to look into this specific research.
Thank you for making me aware of it.

Q.4. Will you commit to incorporate this research into any rec-
ommendation you make to the Secretary on work requirements for
households receiving Federal rental assistance?

A.4. T commit to including all of the known research, including this
research, into discussions in HUD on work requirements.

Q.5. It’s been 7 months since Hurricane Maria devastated the is-
land of Puerto Rico. Having visited the island last year after the
storm, it’s clear to me that we need to expedite longer-term housing
assistance, particularly for low-income households. We've learned
from the Government’s response to previous disasters that coordi-
nation between FEMA and HUD on addressing post-disaster long-
term housing needs is critical. I know you have been involved in
the Department’s response thus far.

Lhttps:/ /[www.cbpp.org [ research | housing | chart-book-employment-and-earnings-for-house-
holds-receiving-federal-rental#sectionl
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In your view, is HUD equipped and ready to administer a Dis-
aster Housing Assistance Program for Hurricane Maria, should
FEMA request it?

A.5. Yes. HUD has the capability to administer a Disaster Housing
Assistance Program (DHAP) if requested by FEMA.

Q.6. Has this been communicated to Administrator Long? If so,
what is causing the delay?

A.6. Since these devastating hurricanes made landfall, HUD has
been in close communication with FEMA at the leadership level at
headquarters as well in the field about all aspects of the housing
recovery for HUD- and non-HUD-assisted households, including
HUD’s ability to administer a rental assistance program if estab-
lished by FEMA. While I cannot speak for FEMA, disaster recovery
is a top priority of mine. If confirmed, I will be an advocate within
the Administration for the individuals and families displaced by
disasters and am committed to using all available tools in PDR as
well as in the Department to help them rebuild their lives.

Q.7. Please describe what role, if any, you will have in the Depart-
ment’s implementation of the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Hous-
ing rule.

A.7. PDR is the home to HUD’s data and geospatial mapping capa-
bilities, which have been and will continue to be available to help
grantees achieve positive fair housing outcomes.

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF
SENATOR CORTEZ MASTO FROM SETH APPLETON

Q.1. Nearly every community in this Nation has an affordable rent-
al housing crisis. Half of renters pay more than 30 percent of their
income for rent. It is acute in Nevada. Families earning about
$30,000 a year are unable to find an affordable home; for every 100
extremely low-income families, there are only 15 apartments that
don’t cost more than Y5 of their income. Our waiting lists for public
housing and Section 8 are in tens of thousands; families wait years
for help.

Congress provided $42 billion to HUD for FY2018.

With that amount of funding are there any families CUR-
RENTLY receiving HUD housing assistance that could lose HUD
benefits?

A.1. To the best of my knowledge, the FY2018 funding levels are
adequate to serve at least as many households as HUD currently
serves and possibly more. There is turnover every year in the hous-
ing assistance programs, but as units turnover the funding appro-
priated is adequate to make the turnover units and vouchers avail-
able to other needy households on at least a one-for-one basis on
average.

Q.2. Congress provided $42 billion to HUD for FY2018. With that
amount of funding how many new individuals or families that are
not receiving HUD housing assistance now could receive assist-
ance?

A.2. The recently enacted Appropriations Act for FY18 provides
funding to continue to expand the number of Veterans Affairs Sup-
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portive Housing (VASH) vouchers as well as the number of house-
holds served by the Section 202 and 811 programs by several thou-
sand units combined. In addition, approximately 10 percent of ex-
isting assisted units have normal turnover each year, which means
more than 460,000 new households are served each year through
normal turnover.

Q.3. If some new families or individuals could receive housing as-
sistance, please explain how—and for whom—those funds will be
made available? For example, for veterans through VASH or for
people with disabilities through the 811 program.

A.3. There are many populations that could benefit from housing
assistance. I would welcome a discussion with Congress and other
stakeholders to hear views on how HUD could prioritize the turn-
over units to achieve specific housing goals. PDR did a study a few
years ago that looked at how PHAs currently prioritize tenants on
their waiting lists. I would hope to use research like this to help
inform the discussion.

Q4. Is the HUD Administration requesting—or receiving—a
recission? Will the funds Congress allocated to HUD be cut?

A.4. T have not been involved in formulating any proposals to re-
scind funds that have been appropriated to HUD. As a long-time
former Capitol Hill staffer, I understand and respect that the budg-
et and appropriations process is an iterative one that is, in the end,
decided by Congress. I commit that, if confirmed, I will always ap-
proach the budget process from the perspective of advising the Sec-
retary and HUD leadership of the impacts that budget proposals
would have on HUD’s programs and the individuals, families, com-
munities, and organizations they serve based on the available data
and research.

Q.5. If the budget the Trump administration proposed for 2019 was
adopted into law, how many of the 5 million families HUD is cur-
rently serving would lose housing assistance under the 2019 HUD
proposed budget? If any, how many of those that would lose assist-
ance would reside in Nevada?

A.5. The proposed FY19 funding level for HUD’s housing assistance
programs was designed so that no currently served households, in-
cluding those in Nevada, would lose their rental assistance and
would also allow HUD to reuse vouchers upon turnover. However,
to achieve this would require statutory changes in how rents are
calculated for non-elderly nondisabled households.

There is ongoing research being conducted right now by PDR into
the effects of alternative rent structures as part of HUD’s Rent Re-
form Demonstration. Further testing on alternative rents will be
looked at as part of the MTW expansion. This research should yield
important data and findings on the impacts of the tested changes
that I am committed to sharing with the Secretary and the Con-
gress when they are available so that they can be used as evidence
to inform future policy recommendations and decisions.

Q.6. Under the Trump budget request for 2019, how many addi-
tional families would receive housing assistance nationwide?

A.6. The proposed funding level for HUD’s housing assistance pro-
grams would continue to support all currently supported house-
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holds, the reissuance of Housing Choice Vouchers, and the leasing
of units that become vacant in the Project Based Rental Assistance
program. The proposal does include substantial cuts to the Public
Housing program that may result in PHAs choosing to reposition
their inventory, which might lead to public housing units not being
reoccupied after tenants leave. For any existing public housing ten-
ants that are required to move because of repositioning of the pub-
lic housing inventory, they would receive another assisted housing
unit or a housing voucher.

Q.7. My State is facing an affordable housing crisis, and with that
has come a rise in evictions. Princeton just launched a new na-
tional website with data on evictions. In 2016, Nevada had 13,478
evictions. In November 2017, new management evicted 35 families
from a low-income apartment complex in Reno, Nevada, and those
families were left on the street with nowhere to go. A constable in
Laughlin, Nevada reported a rise in “strong-arm evictions”—push-
ing out tenants without using the correct, by-the-book processes de-
signed to protect both the tenant and the landlord.

If confirmed to this position, do you plan to lead and publish re-

search on eviction and reforms that should be undertaken for evic-
tion practices?
A.7. Yes. PDR has already been working with the author of Evict-
ed, Professor Matthew Desmond, to improve the data HUD collects
on evictions through its American Housing Survey and, if con-
firmed, I am committed to continuing this work and to publishing
other research on the topic.

Q.8. What research does HUD have on best practices to help fami-
lies avoid eviction?

A.8. Professor Desmond’s work has greatly increased awareness of
the issues surrounding eviction. PDR has not done a great deal of
work on the issue to date, but it would be useful for PDR to closely
examine the potential value of the eviction module in the 2015
American Housing Survey and the EvictionLab’s national eviction
database in connection with future research opportunities. PDR’s
evaluation of the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing
program should be of value because of that program’s focus on evic-
tion/foreclosure prevention and payment of arrearages. Addition-
ally, HUD’s report to Congress, “Worst Case Housing Needs 2013”,
included a short section on eviction and foreclosure problems. It
found that, in 2013, eviction and foreclosure together accounted for
2.7 percent of moves for recent movers with severe problems, com-
pared with 2.0 percent of moves among those without severe prob-
lems. Having severe housing problems significantly increases the
probability of missing rent payments.

Q.9. What research does HUD have on improving eviction courts
and protecting tenants rights?

A.9. Research in this area is challenging given the fact that evic-
tion courts function differently from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. I
believe HUD can play an important role in identifying best prac-
tices and disseminating those to communities across the country.
In addition, I would like HUD to leverage its research partnerships
to better explore and understand this critical issue. As PDR con-
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siders future research it would be beneficial to review what the
EvictionLab has learned.

Q.10. Discrimination in housing is a serious problem. Families
with children, people with disabilities, ethnic and racial minorities
can face barriers to renting and buying homes.

If confirmed, do you plan to conduct research into fair lending
and redlining practices?

A.10. For three decades, PDR has launched major studies of dis-
crimination using paired-testing methods, including research on
discrimination targeting families with children, people with disabil-
ities, and ethnic and racial minorities. If confirmed, I am com-
mitted to continuing this important work.

Q.11. If confirmed, what type of data on mortgage lending do your
have access to beyond HMDA?

A.11. In addition to the restricted (agency) HMDA data, HUD has
access to records on all loans insured through FHA, including
standard 203B and other programs (e.g., HECM, 203K, etc.). The
HUD-sponsored Rental Housing Finance Survey (RHFS) collects
data on the sources of financing for rental properties. The Amer-
ican Housing Survey (AHS), which is sponsored by HUD, contains
several questions on housing finance. HUD also has interagency
agreements to access the new National Mortgage Database
(NMDB), a 5 percent sample of all outstanding mortgage in the
country. HUD also procures data from private vendors, such as
mortgage servicing data, housing and delinquency data, and delin-
quency reports.

Finally, there are a variety of public data on mortgage lending
that PDR relies on. For example, FHFA provides several public-use
databases on house prices and GSE acquisitions. Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac themselves provide public loan-level acquisition and
performance data.

Q.12. While rapid growth and increases in jobs are good for com-
munities, some get left behind. In my State, rents are rapidly ris-
ing, and wages are not rising to match.

If confirmed, how will you update HUD’s research into pre-
serving affordable housing in hot market cities?

A.12. If confirmed, I will review the issue of hot markets with
PDR’s regional economists, as well as stakeholders, practitioners,
academics, and advocates on the ground, and make effective use of
the metro data newly available in the national American Housing
Survey, as reported in “Worst Case Housing Needs: 2017 Report to
Congress”. Such market information can be considered along with
lessons learned from the Rental Assistance Demonstration to make
preservation more effective.

Q.13. What research does HUD have on investor-owned properties
impact on the local housing market?

A.13. HUD has not done specific research on investor-owned single-
family housing, but accounts for increased single-family rental in-
ventory when evaluating housing markets in Comprehensive Hous-
ing Market Analysis Reports and market analyses for FHA multi-
family insurance applications. One issue that could be studied is
whether the prevalence of investor-owned single-family housing
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contributes to the low levels of inventory available for resale be-
cause continued growth in rents coupled with low-cost financing
locked in during the crisis makes renting single-family homes a
profitable proposition. The difficulty of such research is the peren-
nial issue of the owners of rental housing being hard to study. If
confirmed, I will explore the feasibility of studying this issue with
the PDR team.

Q.14. We must prohibit discrimination against Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender people in housing, including at homeless
shelters. According to the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey, 30 per-
cent of transgender Americans have experienced homelessness at
some point in their lives and 12 percent say they experienced
homelessness in the past year because of being transgender. An es-
timated 40 percent of homeless youth are LGBTQ. Housing pro-
viders need the HUD guidance to ensure they follow the law and
treat people traumatized by homelessness with compassion and re-
spect.

Will you urge the Secretary restore the Gender Identity Guid-
ance as originally posted without delay? If not, why not?

A.14. Nondiscrimination is important to me and I am committed to
ensuring that every person participating in HUD’s programs can
access them without being arbitrarily excluded and can feel safe
during their time in the programs. Report language included as
part of the recently enacted Appropriations Act directs HUD to ex-
pedite its review of these resources and, as appropriate, reissue
and make publicly available all policies, surveys, and guidance
within 180 days of enactment of the act. I think it is important for
the Department to meet this deadline.

Q.15. What is the status of the rent reporting pilot program that
aims to help HUD-assisted tenants build credit scores?

A.15. As part of broader conversation on how rent reporting would
impact HUD assisted tenants, PDR entered into a research part-
nership agreement with a private research organization (PERC) to
conduct research using historical rent payment data of PHAs to as-
certain the impact on credit scores, if any, of reporting tenant pay-
ment to Credit Reporting Agencies. The study is nearing comple-
tion and results are expected soon. If confirmed, I am committed
to utilizing the results of this study to inform future policy discus-
sions on rent reporting for HUD-assisted tenants.

Q.16. Are there any changes proposed to the reverse mortgage pro-
gram? If so, please describe them.

A.16. I am not aware of any current initiatives to change the
HECM program. However, there has been considerable volatility in
the program in the past, which, from my understanding, has
spurred previous changes to it. If confirmed, I am committed to
bringing all available data and research to any policy discussions
involving it.



81

RESPONSES TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS OF SENATOR JONES
FROM SETH APPLETON

Q.1. An area of concern that I raised with Secretary Carson is the
issue of having adequate sewage for residents of rural Alabama, es-
pecially in the Black Belt. Many of these residents that reside in
public housing units. In the 21st century, I believe every citizen of
our Nation should have access to adequate sewage at their homes,
but unfortunately this is still an issue we are working with in parts
ofl' my State, and I believe the Federal Government has a role to
piay.

Can you work with me and my State to potentially get some re-
search into rural sewage issues and its relationship to adequate
housing?

A.1. Yes. This is an important issue and, if confirmed, I am com-
mitted to working with you and your staff to address it.
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DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF THE NOMINATION OF SETH
APPLETON

Congress of the nited States
Hashington, B 20515

March 14, 2018
The Honorable Mike Crapo The Honorable Sherrod Brown
Chairman Ranking Member
Senate Committee on Banking Senate Committee on Banking
534 Dirksen Senate Office Building 534 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Crapo and Ranking Member Brown,

We write in strong support of the nomination of Seth Daniel Appleton who has been nominated by
President Trump to be Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and Research at the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Based on his work as a staff member in the U.S, House of
Representatives from 2004 to 2017, we are confident Seth is an outstanding choice to fill this important
position.

Having worked for Congressman Sam Graves and for Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer, Seth has a
proven track record of service. Throughout his legislative career, Seth has worked on issues including
housing, agriculture, banking, and defense issues. Due to his knowledge of policy issues and his skill in
working with others, Congressman Luetkemeyer selected him to serve as Legislative Director and
subsequently his Chief of Staff. Congressman Luetkemeyer relied on Seth to provide wise counsel on a
wide range of staffing, management, and policy issues, including housing policy.

Throughout the years, Seth established a track record of working with legislators, their staffs,
stakeholders, and advocates to develop bipartisan policy solutions. In the 114th Congress, Missouri had a
unique opportunity to impact the nation's housing policies. Congressman Luetkemeyer served as
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance and Congressman Cleaver served as its
Ranking Member, Together, they authored the Housing Opportunity Through Modernization Act, which
was passed in the House and Senate without a dissenting vote and signed into law in 2016. As Chief of
Staff, Seth provided Congressman Luetkemeyer and others with key advice in the development of this
legislative package. This bill was one of the largest pieces of housing legislation to be signed into law in
decades.

Given the importance of housing issues, we are pleased that the President has nominated Seth to be
Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and Research. We encourage you to swiftly advance his
nomination. Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,

Sen. Roy Bjunt Sen. Claire McCaskill

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Seth Daniel Appleton
Nominee to be Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban Development for
Policy Development and Research
United State Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
United States Senator Roy Blunt

Chairman Crapo, Ranking Member Brown, and distinguished members of the
committee, I am pleased to submit for the record this statement of support for Seth
Appleton who has been nominated by the President to serve as the Assistant
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development for Policy Development and
Research.

Seth is a former staff member in the United States House of Representatives.
Having worked for Congressman Sam Graves and Congressman Blaine
Luetkemeyer, Seth has a proven track record of service. Throughout his legislative
career, Seth has worked on issues including housing and banking issues. Due to
his knowledge of policy issues and his skill in working with others, Congressman
Luetkemeyer selected him to serve as Legislative Director and subsequently Chief
of Staff. Congressman Luetkemeyer relied on Seth to provide wise counsel on a
wide range of staffing, management, and policy issues.

Throughout the years, Seth established a track record of working with legislators,
their staffs, stakeholders, and advocates to develop bipartisan policy solutions. In
the 114th Congress, Missouri had a unique opportunity to impact the nation’s
housing policies. Congressman Luetkemeyer served as Chairman of the United
States House Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance and
Congressman Emanuel Cleaver served as Ranking Member. Together, they
authored the Housing Opportunity Through Modernization Act, which was passed
in the House and Senate without a dissenting vote and signed into law in 2016 by
President Obama. As Chief of Staff, Seth provided key advice in the development
of this legislative package. This bill was one of the largest pieces of housing
legislation to be signed into law in decades and is just one example of Seth’s
ability to use his skills to advance policies that address the needs of our nation.

Today, Seth serves as General Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional and
Intergovernmental Relations at the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.
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As you can see, Seth has the requisite credentials for this position, but more
importantly, he has also demonstrated the passion and professionalism that will
make him an asset to the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

As Senator Kit Bond related in a letter of support, “Seth’s bipartisan approach to
policymaking and problem solving will make him an effective leader in HUD’s
Office of Public Development and Research and a good partner to Congress in
your joint efforts to fix the housing system so it serves those most in need.”

I am honored to submit this statement of support for Seth. I sincerely hope this
committee understands the quality and caliber of individual they are considering
for policy development and research matters at the Department of Housing and
Urban Development. I hope you will move his nomination forward.
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Apil 17,2018

The Honorable Michael Crapo The Honorable Sherrod Brown
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Banking, Senate Commirtee on Banking,
Housing & Utban Affairs Housing & Urban Affairs

239 Dicksen Senate Office Building 713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dea Chaiman Crapo and Ranking Member Brown:

The 1.3 million members of the National Association of REALTORS®
enthusiastically support the nomination of Seth Daniel Appleton as the Department
of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD] Assistant Secretary for Policy
Development and Research. NAR worked closely with Mr, Appleton when he
served as chief of staff for Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer, Chairman of the
House Financial Services Financial Institutions and Consumer Credit
Subcommittee. Given his extensive experience on the Hill, we firmly believe Mr.
Appleton will be a strong leader and asset to the HUD Office of Policy
Development and Research.

NAR strongly supports the nomination of Seth Daniel Appleton, and urge you to
pass his vote our of the Committee, and to the Senate floor with haste.

2018 President, National Association of REALTORS®
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KIT BOND

February 20. 2018

Dear Chairman Crapo and Ranking Member Brown:

Please note my support for the nomination of Seth Appleton, a fellow Missourian
who has been nominated to be Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and
Research at the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

Since my time as Missouri’s Governor and later as Chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development,
and Related Agencies and co-Chair of the Bipartisan Policy Center’s Housing
Commission. | have been a proud champion of reforming our nation’s housing
policies. I am pleased that Seth has been asked to serve in this important position at
HUD where he too can work to advance policies to improve access to affordable
housing in communities across the country.

Prior to his nomination, Seth served as HUD's Acting Assistant Secretary for
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations. Also. before joining HUD., Seth
worked in the House of Representatives for 13 years, including eight years as chief of
staff to Missouri Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer. a senior member of the House
Financial Services Committee and former Vice Chairman and Chairman of its
Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance.

As a Senator, and also as a former constituent of Congressman Luetkemeyer's, |
worked with Seth and can attest that he has been an outstanding advocate for
Missourians, working to advance policies relating to housing. agriculture. and small
business. Seth's bipartisan approach to policymaking and problem solving will make
him an effective leader in HUD's Office of Public Development and Research and a
good partner to Congress in your joint efforts to fix the housing system so it serves
those most in need.

Seth Appleton will serve both HUD and our country well in this position and I urge
you to support his nomination and confirm him as HUD's Assistant Secretary for
Policy Development and Research without delay. Also. thank you for your efforts
Respectfully.

Christopher S. Kit Bond

Telephone 202-374-78%2 | kiv@kithond, eom
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